
Candidate Name: Kishan Putta  

Please attach a brief bio in addition to the questionnaire.  

Over the last decade, Kishan Putta has been elected as a commissioner in two 
different neighborhoods of Ward 2 - Dupont Circle and Georgetown.  

Through his role on the DC Commission on Asian American and Pacific Islander 
(AAPI) Affairs, Kishan pushed for better cultural competency and hate crime 
awareness and training in the Metropolitan Police Department. He also oversaw 
the agency that administered the Immigrant Justice Legal Services grant 
program and has fought for immigrant rights.  
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He successfully advocated with the DC Digital Equity Coalition to acquire 16,400 
new computers for every 3rd, 6th, and 9th grader in every DCPS school to help 
close the digital equity gap, right in time for the current health crisis.  

He has a public health background working with DC HealthLink to lower the 
uninsured rate and helping small businesses cover their employees. He's been 
endorsed by President Obama's Surgeon General Vivek Murthy (a Ward 2 
resident).  

Introductory Questions  

1.What office are you seeking, and why did you decide to run for that office? 
If (re) elected, what are your priority areas of focus?  



I am running to make DC more affordable for residents and as a 
DC Councilmember, I can work to make that possible.  

DC residents deserve affordable housing options; efficient transportation systems 
that effectively connect them to the rest of the city; and high- quality public 
education options. All three issues are inextricably intertwined with issues of racial 
and economic justice. However, I know the biggest thing facing our city at the time 
is COVID and the economic crisis. I have 15 years of health experience, the 
endorsement of President Barack Obama’s Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy, 
and I will prioritize us recovering safely and strongly.  

1. Affordable Housing: Although it has been wonderful to see our city growing  

in recent years, DC must work hard to plan for its future. As Ward 2 
Councilmember, I would prioritize providing housing options that people of 
all income levels, from all backgrounds, can afford.  

2  

DC Young Democrats 2020 
Candidate Questionnaire  

Housing is one of the most critical issues to consider when thinking about 
the affordability and inclusivity of a city. As such, it has a direct impact on 
issues of racial and economic equity. A recent study explains how DC’s 
lack of affordable housing exacerbates the displacement of longtime 
low-income residents of color. As the study explains, where we live affects 
many other aspects of our lives: our quality of life; where our children are 
able to attend school; and what jobs and other opportunities are available for 
us as adults, as well as our children.  



A recent study by the Urban Institute recommends 374,000 new units of 
housing region-wide by 2030. I support more money for the Housing 
Production Trust Fund (HPTF) but want to provide stronger oversight to 
ensure it results in as much quality housing as possible.  

Recent audits show that less qualified projects are getting funded over more 
qualified projects and that the government (DCHD) is not enforcing the 
requirement that at least 80% of the funds are spent on affordable housing. 
The result is that far fewer units have been built than should have been built 
- especially for the lowest-income residents. As your councilmember, I 
would work hard to increase transparency through more regular audits to 
ensure developers are upholding their commitments. I would also advocate 
for DCHD to engage in proper monitoring of HPTF projects. This includes 
making sure that site visits are executed and that sites are submitting their 
required annual certifications. I’ve conducted oversight as a commissioner 
on both sides of Ward 2 and have testified at over 20 agency oversight 
hearings at the DC Council! I care about agency oversight and I will be 
tough about pushing for the vital HPTF dollars to be used properly. I would 
also support many of Councilmember Silverman’s housing reform proposals 
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- including a change to allow the Council to appoint two members of the 
DC Housing Authority’s board.  

As a Ward 2 Council Member, I would take a holistic approach to any 
major changes in housing and the related community impacts—considering 
access to fresh food, affordable childcare, public transportation, and social 
services, to encourage diverse and accessible communities throughout Ward 



2 and greater DC.  

2. Public Transportation: Access to reliable, affordable transportation is vital to  

help residents have equal opportunities to succeed. According to DC 
youth advocates, the number one reason young people drop out of school 
is transportation challenges. That is why I have worked so hard on public 
transportation issues - and I have vast experience improving transportation 
in this city.  

When I ran for ANC in 2012, I remember hearing bus riders explain that 
they were waiting too long for buses, and that the bus system desperately 
needed expansion and updates. They said that despite showing up early to 
the bus station and hoping to get to work on time, they’d only see full buses 
passing them by. I worked hard to address this—and despite being told that 
it would be impossible to fix this, I organized residents and advocates to 
rally against this and make change happen. And it did. We got the city to get 
more busses, longer buses, and finally, commit to implementing bus-only 
lanes. We made change happen—all because of our advocacy.  

But my experience with transportation goes beyond improving busing. 
When I lived in Dupont Circle, I often biked to work on DC’s most 
popular bike lane, 15th Street NW, but it was bumpy and neglected. Many 
fellow  
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cyclists complained—especially parents biking with their children in 
tow—and so I worked hard to fix it. And I succeeded. I’m proud of my 



efforts, but if elected councilmember, they won’t stop there.  

I will make public transportation a top priority. I will aim to join the 
Committee on Transportation and Environment and push for both WMATA 
and DDOT to fall under one committee’s oversight. As a big bus advocate, 
I have first-hand experience having to deal with both agencies and also deal 
with both committees overseeing them. There is not enough communication 
or coordination and that’s one reason transportation progress is too often 
too slow. We need to do better and I will prioritize improvements.  

I will conduct strong oversight of our transportation agencies to speed up 
progress; and push to implement more dedicated bus lanes. I will also work 
on signal prioritization for buses, all-door boarding, and pre-payment, 
following the models that other cities have set for DC. And lastly, I will 
push to transition to a new fleet of electric buses, a system that will be more 
reliable and ensure less bus breakdowns. All of these improvements should 
make bus trips quicker and easier, and encourage more ridership—making 
DC a better city to travel safely.  

3. Education: We must work on improving the quality of education both in 
Ward 2, and citywide. We have worked on closing the achievement gap 
between children of different incomes and backgrounds, and we are making 
strides. But we haven’t closed it yet. We must work tirelessly towards that 
goal in the coming years.  

While serving on the DCPS Chancellor’s Parent Cabinet, I advocated with 
other community leaders for the Deputy Mayor of Education to be more  
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transparent about sexual assaults in schools - something parents are very 
concerned about and something that threatens to make parents wary 
about sending students to DC public schools. I met with the DME and 
two other advocates and continue to support the efforts for transparency.  

Access to educational technology is a matter of racial and social equity. 
Tech literacy is vital for youth to be prepared for the current and future 
workforce and for higher education. It shouldn’t only be wealthier students 
who have high access to educational tech devices. That’s why I worked so 
hard with parents citywide to successfully advocate for $4.6 million in tech 
support and over 15,000 new, quality, reliable tech devices for DCPS 
students and teachers - they should be reaching students by December. I will 
continue pushing this next year with parents citywide to reach a 1:1 ratio of 
one device per DCPS student. Many school systems have done this or are 
on track to reach this. It is an important equity issue and a priority of mine.  

The school-age population continues to rise in Ward 2, and as your Ward 2 
Councilmember, I will make sure that we continue to provide for them. I 
also learned about DC education issues and school financing on the DCPS 
Chancellor’s Parent Cabinet. I pushed for more funding for schools and for 
at-risk students and pushed back against funding cuts, even hidden cuts, such 
as shifting security costs under individual school budgets - cuts which 
disproportionately hurt low- income black and brown students. Funding 
intended for at-risk students has been misused and is not helping those in 
need enough. I support efforts to require DCPS to submit an annual report to 
the DC Council explaining how each school spends at-risk funding. This 
should apply to charter schools as well.  

Budget  
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2. Do you consider the District’s total current budget to be too large, 
too small, or about right? Please explain.  

3. With unemployment, homelessness, and general economic distress at high 
levels, do you envision increasing safety net spending in future budgets? If so, 
which areas would you seek to expand?  

4. With the COVID-19 outbreak causing an economic downturn and stress on 
state and local budgets, would you support raising taxes to maintain current 
spending levels? If so, how should new revenue sources be targeted?  

Transportation, Housing and 
Infrastructure  

5. More than a third of DC residents do not own cars and automobile traffic               
significantly contributes to climate change. If elected, how will you work           



to improve public transportation in the District?  

Access to reliable, affordable transportation is vital to help residents have equal 
opportunities to succeed. According to DC youth advocates, the number one 
reason young people drop out of school is transportation challenges. That is why I 
have  
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worked so hard on public transportation issues - and I have vast experience 
improving transportation in this city.  

When I ran for ANC in 2012, I remember hearing bus riders explain that they were 
waiting too long for buses, and that the bus system desperately needed expansion 
and updates. They said that despite showing up early to the bus station and hoping 
to get to work on time, they’d only see full buses passing them by. I worked hard 
to address this—and despite being told that it would be impossible to fix this, I 
organized residents and advocates to rally against this and make change happen. 
And it did. We got the city to get more busses, longer buses, and finally, commit 
to implementing bus-only lanes. We made change happen—all because of our 
advocacy.  

But my experience with transportation goes beyond improving busing. When I 
lived in Dupont Circle, I often biked to work on DC’s most popular bike lane, 15th 
Street NW, but it was bumpy and neglected. Many fellow cyclists 
complained—especially parents biking with their children in tow—and so I worked 
hard to fix it. And I succeeded. I’m proud of my efforts, but if elected 



councilmember, they won’t stop there.  

I will make public transportation a top priority. I will aim to join the Committee on 
Transportation and Environment and push for both WMATA and DDOT to fall 
under one committee’s oversight. As a big bus advocate, I have first-hand 
experience having to deal with both agencies and also deal with both committees 
overseeing them. There is not enough communication or coordination and that’s 
one reason transportation progress is too often too slow. We need to do better and 
I will prioritize improvements.  
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I will conduct strong oversight of our transportation agencies to speed up progress; 
and push to implement more dedicated bus lanes. I will also work on signal 
prioritization for buses, all-door boarding, and pre-payment, following the models 
that other cities have set for DC. And lastly, I will push to transition to a new fleet 
of electric buses, a system that will be more reliable and ensure less bus 
breakdowns. All of these improvements should make bus trips quicker and easier, 
and encourage more ridership—making DC a better city to travel safely.  

6. Other global cities are working to increase nearby access to amenities for all 
residents. For example, Paris recently announced a plan to become a “15-minute 
city” with grocery stores and other destinations located within a short walk of 
every home. What will you do to eliminate food deserts and improve local options 
throughout the District?  



7. As of 2019, there were 6,500 people in the District experiencing homelessness 
and the economic impact of COVID-19 will place a strain on thousands more. How 
do you plan on decreasing homelessness in a sustainable way?  

I support fully funding the plan to end homelessness and filling the funding gap 
from the previous four fiscal years. The Council and the Mayor need to increase 
investments in the Permanent Supportive Housing and Targeted Affordable 
Housing programs. Funding for the Mayor’s plan needs to come from a variety of 
sources in order for it to be a sustainable investment. First, I support funding 
programs to end homelessness with at least a $40 million investment in the city 
budget. To do this, I support using government revenue sources such as those 
from taxes on online purchases to help fund the plan. Finally, I would also explore 
how we can work with partners outside of the government to encourage private  
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investment to end homelessness. However, we will only eliminate homelessness in 
DC if increased funding is paired with effective policy solutions.  

We first need to increase the supply of affordable and supportive housing. I believe 
that Mayor Bowser’s Homeward DC program is a step in the right direction. 
However, there are still about 7,000 individuals experiencing homelessness in DC. 
I believe we need to continue moving forward with this plan in full force. At the 
same time, I would like organizations to follow the Housing First approach and 



have proudly supported organizations like Pathways to Housing. Our homeless 
neighbors need housing first AND supportive services so they have the support to 
slowly, steadily move forward - with steady support along the way. Getting people 
housed is only half the battle; staying in stable, long-term housing and gaining 
confidence to take control of one’s life is the other half.  

Lastly, working together with other councilmembers is critical to long-term 
success. Homeslessness is not limited to Ward 2; it is pervasive across all wards of 
DC. I will work with other council members across all eight wards to combat 
homelessness and make sure needs are being met in shelter and transitional 
housing settings. This also means working across public and private sector partners 
to ensure that individuals are getting mental and physical health support.  

Importantly, change won’t happen without proper outreach. Creating these 
services and channeling funding into transitional homes is important, but we also 
need to make sure these services are accessible to people who are homeless. 
Making sure our communication is targeted and coordinated will be critical to 
combating homelessness.  
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8. If (re) elected, what will you do to create and protect affordable housing for 
both home-buyers and renters?  

Increase the housing supply, especially affordable housing: I also think it is 



imperative that we take action to increase the housing supply--especially affordable 
housing--by building new units. A recent study by the Urban Institute recommends 
374,000 new units of housing region-wide by 2030 to close the affordability gap 
and meet the market demands. So far, I’ve proposed the following solutions:  

● Allow individual homeowners to build Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) on 
their property. I have had experience and success advocating for ADUs in Ward 
2. These ADUs of course have to pass inspection and be safe for tenants and 
would be subject to the rules/restrictions on short-term housing. But such 
changes could incentivize hundreds of homeowners to create affordable units.  

● Building more housing above retail spaces. There are several locations that 
could work. Just one example is the Safeway on Wisconsin Ave. It should 
have had housing built on it, and maybe it still can. Just a block away, another 
grocery store recently opened with housing above. Both are on a major 
transportation corridor. There are many other such opportunities in Ward 2. It 
is important that such developments have good access to existing transit or that 
more transportation options be made available to serve more people.  

● On DC-owned land in and near Ward 2, the District should consider building 
more affordable units.  

● As telecommuting, co-working, and gig-economy work rises, and traditional 
office space becomes underused, I would like to incentivize building affordable 
housing units in these spaces. Others have proposed using vacant office space 
in Ward 2 for affordable childcare. Both are important  
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affordability priorities that can potentially both be served well and 
co-located in certain cases.  



● I would also support incrementally allowing more rowhouses and small 
apartment buildings near major transit corridors in Northwest DC, while 
simultaneously beefing up transit options and availability and reliability, 
including dedicated bus lanes - something I’ve been pushing for almost a 
decade.  

Maintaining public housing is one of my top priorities, and I will work tirelessly 
to ensure that we not only improve the quality of public housing but also increase 
the amount of housing in Ward 2. Residents of all income levels should have the 
opportunity to find housing and keep our city accessible for diverse groups of 
people. This should be a citywide goal. Having represented and been a 
homeowner in two different parts of Ward 2, I understand the challenges and am 
committed to more affordable housing in Ward 2.  

To get this done, we must increase funding for the Housing Production Trust Fund. 
But, we also need more transparency and accountability to make sure that the Fund 
is maximally impactful. Too many projects have been approved that don’t provide 
enough housing for the most needy. Many more units could have been created with 
the same funding and I am committed to doing more with our precious housing 
funds. Strong oversight would include ensuring that site visits are executed, and 
that sites are submitting their required annual certifications.  

We also need to utilize an important tool: rent control. All families and people 
deserve high-quality, affordable homes. I support reauthorization of rent control as 
it currently standing and further protecting the rights of tenants. A critical part of 
this is eliminating loopholes that are misused by landlords such as hardship  
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petitions. This has enabled properties to become dilapidated. This is unacceptable, 
and is something that I will work to change as a Councilmember.  

9. Revitalization in DC has created an increase in commercial and 
residential development. Though this revitalization is beneficial to the 
District, certain areas are not experiencing it at the same rate as other 
neighborhoods. What are your plans to ensure that all of DC benefits from 
periods of economic growth?  

Any new projects that get government funding or relief funds or incentives should 
include affordable housing and should prioritize hiring DC residents to work on 
these projects. We are currently in a period of economic restriction and must make 
sure that we are providing jobs for DC residents and building affordable housing 
units for those DC residents to live in.  

10. Which recently revitalized DC neighborhood would you suggest as the best 
model for the city as a whole, and why?  

Education  

11. Do you think reform in the DC public schools is headed in the right direction? 
Explain your answer.  

In 2018, my wife and I had our first child. During paternity leave, I was selected 
to join the 2018-2019 DC Chancellor’s Parent Cabinet. I did this so I could not 



only learn about key education and school financing issues, but also to advocate 
for DCPS reforms. I pushed for more funding for schools and for at-risk students, 
and pushed back against funding cuts.  

1
3  

DC Young Democrats 2020 
Candidate Questionnaire  

I envision a District where all students, parents, and families--regardless of age, 
race, disability status, ELL status, or income--have access to a high-quality public 
education. All children deserve to realize their full potential, and we should be 
able to trust our schools to help them do so. I attended public schools from K-12, 
and my wife and I plan to enroll our son in public schools. But as a new parent, I 
have the same questions that all parents I talk with have: will my son be safe, 
happy, and supported?  

To ensure that all of our children are safe, happy, and supported, we must invest in 
our schools. We must ensure that they have the funding they need, so that they can 
provide students with a high-quality, holistic education--one where our children 
can explore both academic and artistic pursuits.  

12. How do you suggest that we repurpose school properties that have been 
closed over the past few years?  

First, as a council member, I would advocate for developing a master facilities 
plan for both DCPS schools and charter schools. This is a crucial first step to think 
about our facilities planning systematically and effectively. The current plan does 
not take into account the entire system and does not reflect authentic community 
engagement on the topic. This master facilities plan would be the foundation for all 
school modernization projects. Additionally, I would work to make the process 
more cost-effective and transparent. The Council should be provided with a 



timeline, progress reports, and budget updates on all modernization projects. It’s 
the Council’s role to make sure that allocated funds are being spent properly and 
that DGS is engaged in proper oversight of the school facilities.  

13. How will you ensure equitable Special Education allocations across the 
city?  

Students with special needs deserve the services that they are both guaranteed 
by law and that they need to thrive. Student IEPs should be designed and  
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implemented based exclusively on students’ needs and not based on budget or staff 
allocations. Yet, such statements remain visions not yet realized by our District’s 
public education system. DC students are still at the whim of district budget cuts, 
are not placed in the least restive environments, and are sometimes forced to forego 
private school placements. Both of these scenarios are unacceptable and 
inequitable. The Council’s role is to ensure strong oversight and advocate for the 
continuation, and potential expansion, of funds allocated to students with special 
needs. Particularly, the Council must conduct strong oversight of DC charter 
schools. They serve approximately 6,000 students with special needs, and the level 
of oversight must be increased.  

14. What accountability measures can you put into place to ensure that schools 
are staffed appropriately? What significant, unique policies would you put into 
place that would drastically increase the support and retention of teachers and 



administrators in DCPS?  

Based on State Board of Education data, annual teacher turnover in DCPS has 
averaged 18%, higher than the annual turnover rate across the nation. Data from 
DCPS, OSSE, and teachers themselves show that the top reasons for turnover 
include dissatisfaction with school leadership, school culture overly focused on 
accountability systems, and lack of teacher leadership opportunities. To address 
this, I would consider requesting teacher exit surveys for both sectors and 
advocate for the collection and publication of data on teacher turnover to help us 
better understand long-term trends and demographic information. I also support 
the review of the IMPACT evaluation system and a move towards evaluations 
focused on professional growth rather than punitive measures.  

As part of its oversight responsibility, I expect the Council to press DCPS and the 
charter sector on what they are doing to support teachers. The Council should also 
ensure that DCPS and other regulatory bodies do not impose excessive red-tape 
requirements that waste away teacher time, such as by unnecessary paperwork. 
We also need to hear more from teachers on what they need to advance their own  
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practices, and to ensure that we do so regularly. And once we do, we need to give 
value to their input. As Councilmember, I will hold a roundtable where teachers 
can testify and share what they need to grow and develop as teachers.  

Criminal 
Justice  



15. Describe one aspect of an effective safety plan that would lower crime rates in 
DC without infringing on the constitutional rights of DC residents.  

I have always believed in leveraging community engagement to make DC a better 
place--that’s why I am a two-time ANC Neighborhood Commissioner, and why I 
worked for six years as a Community Outreach Coordinator for DC Health Link 
to implement President Obama’s Affordable Care Act across our city. By 
harnessing the strength that communities have, I believe that we can create 
long-term, sustainable, and positive change from within. And that’s why I support 
the NEAR Act.  

A public health initiative that rejects old school “tough on crime” policies, the 
NEAR Act prioritizes community engagement as a primary strategy to improve 
neighborhood safety. If elected, I would work to fully fund the NEAR Act and 
ensure that we rely less on top-down police enforcement, and prioritize engaging 
communities to police themselves. As Councilmember Nadeau wrote earlier this 
year, we must acknowledge that for many, especially our neighbors of color, 
increased police presence doesn’t make everyone feel safer. Rather, as a study by 
the American Journal of Public Health concluded earlier this year, it’s the 
opposite: more police contact leads to increased trauma and anxiety. By creating 
initiatives like the Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement, the Office of 
Violence Prevention and Health Equity, and community safety walks, the NEAR 
Act is a step in the right direction.  
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That said, in order to be fully effective, the NEAR Act must be fully funded. As 
Councilmember, I promise to work hard and prioritize funding the Act.  

16. How would improve reentry programs for returning citizens to ensure they are 
connected to gainful employment, education, and their families?  

The issue of recidivism--especially given its cyclical, and thus self-perpetuating, 
nature--is particularly concerning given its disproportionate impact on 
communities of color. We must understand the factors that contribute to and 
exacerbate DC's high rates of recidivism.  

Recent research shows that expansion of healthcare reduces rates of recidivism. 
And though this research is only a few months old, I’ve long been an advocate of 
promoting and expanding healthcare as a means to improving the quality of a 
person’s life. As a DC Health Link employee, I worked with returning citizens to 
make sure they are supported and provided services as they return to society after 
serving their sentences.  

I also would support funding and implementation of the Entrepreneurship Program 
for Returning Citizens, a program that the DC Council failed to fund in 2017. The 
program provides a number of services for returning citizens: networking 
opportunities; leadership training; mentorship; and workshops for returning 
citizens who have or plan to start businesses. Importantly, the Program also 
recognizes that education can help re-integrate returning citizens, as it provides 
scholarships for returning citizens who hope to attend college in DC. And as noted 
by the Council for Court Excellence, such education is what returning citizens 
need to successfully find a job in DC: by 2020, it is projected that 76% of all jobs 
will require postsecondary education. Yet, only 36.2 percent of men and 36.5 of 
women incarcerated in DC have less than a high school education.  

I believe in second chances--especially for those who committed crimes in their 
youth. That is why I support the goals of the Second Look Act: it offers a 
promising solution to end the persistent inequities that exist in our criminal justice 
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system, including those engendering from over-zealous sentencing in the 80s and 
90s. The law would require judges to consider a long list of factors when 
reviewing an individual’s sentence including medical and mental health reports, 
evidence of rehabilitation and maturity, prison disciplinary records, and victim 
impact statements. This aspect of the law helps ensure that the law is implemented 
with care.  

Wages and Labor  

17. What initiatives would you propose to ensure that minority- and           
woman-owned business enterprises are able to compete for        
projects, particularly District construction and development?  

Government Accountability  

18. Do you believe that the current DC Council represents the interests of the 
broad public? If not, what segments of the public are underrepresented?  

If elected, I would be the first and only immigrant/child-of-immigrants of color on 
the DC Council. It is important that this huge community of DC residents feels 
represented and has someone on the council who knows and feels their 
perspectives. My parents were raised in villages in South India without electricity 
or running water. Both became public servants and taught me the importance of 



service, especially for communities that are historically underrepresented.  

It is a tense time for many, including immigrants of color. They feel under attack. 
Yet their voices/perspectives are not represented on the council. Over 25 percent of 
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DC residents are either immigrants or children of immigrants. Most other major 
cities have immigrants of color or children-of-immigrants of color elected and 
serving on their councils. This community deserves to be represented on the 
DC Council.  

19. How will you demonstrate accessibility and responsiveness to 
your constituents?  

I will have an open door policy and will make sure that I build a strong staff 
for constituent services.  

20. This is the first campaign cycle conducted with the Fair Elections Program, 
which provides public financing for candidates who adhere to small-dollar 
contribution limits. Do you believe that a candidate who is not participating in this 
program can adequately represent the views of all residents of the District?  

I actively advocated for the Fair Elections Program and proudly supported the 
efforts of Councilmember Charles Allen and others. Councilmember Allen even 
tweeted a photo of me testifying before him on the issue.  

I have always believed that the biggest problem underlying politics is 
campaign finance. I have long been in support of changing the incentives 



through public financing (or something like the “democracy dollars” program 
in Seattle).  

I talk about the Fair Elections Program often. Sometimes residents question this 
use of tax dollars. But I tell them what I told the council: our current system 
results in too much corporate welfare and unwarranted tax breaks that got 
enacted because of the skewed incentives corporations benefit from under the 
campaign finance system. Fair Elections will curb those incentives and likely 
save much  
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more money than is spent - so we can spend our tax dollars more wisely to 
benefit all DC residents - especially those who need help the most.  

21. Other suggested campaign reforms include ranked-choice voting and         
lowering the voting age to 16. What changes would you support to ensure that our               
elections truly represent the will of the people?  

Ranked Choice Voting offers a truer sense of expressing democratic wishes. As a 
supporter of RCV, I was glad to see New York City’s elections to switch to RCV 
in local primaries, joining several other cities and states. I will push for RCV here 
in the District. That is one of the reasons I hope to join the Judiciary Committee 
as councilmember.  

I am a firm proponent of a representative, democratic government. Ranked Choice 



Voting offers us a path towards that goal. That is why I support Councilmember 
Grosso’s recently introduced Ranked Choice Voting Amendment Act of 2019.  

Implementing RCV also improves the democratic nature of the election process in 
more ways than one: it also extends a hand to community members who have 
become disenchanted with the voting process, thereby increasing voter 
participation in DC elections. As Councilmember Grosso pointed out, voters will 
truly be free to mark the candidate on the ballot that they truly prefer without fear 
that their vote is completely meaningless. Voters will not need to choose who they 
think is the most electable candidate--rather, they can choose the candidate that 
they feel best represents them and their voice.  

Ward-Specific 
Questions  
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22. (Ward 2 Candidates Only) Will you commit to supporting the winner 
of the Democratic primary in the June 16 special election and/or the 
general election in November? Why or why not?  

23. (Ward 4 Candidates Only) Councilmembers often have to strike a balance 
between supporting the mayor’s priorities and providing independent 
representation for their constituents. How does your vision for Ward 4 differ from 
Mayor Bowser?  



24. (Ward 7 Candidates Only) Do you support extending the streetcar on H Street 
east to Benning Road Metro? How would you work to ensure that projects like this 
provide connections with the rest of the city while limiting displacement among 
current Ward 7 residents?  

25. (Ward 8 Candidates Only) Given Ward 8 still exists within a food desert, with 
a lack of healthcare facilities, what are your plans to bring sustainable services and 
retail partners to the community moving forward?  

2
1  


