
Brooke Pinto is a passionate lawyer who has the business, tax, and city-wide legislative              
experience to ensure our city recovers from the COVID-19 crisis. Prior to announcing her              
candidacy for the Ward 2 DC Council seat, she worked hand in hand with DC Attorney General                 
Karl Racine as the Assistant Attorney General for Policy and Legislative Affairs. During her              
time at the Office of the Attorney General, she drafted and introduced legislation on hate crimes,                
small business protections, and criminal justice reform. Brooke is proud to be endorsed by              
Attorney General Karl Racine and the Washington Post. She will continue to lead by consensus               
and be an energetic advocate for all residents of Ward 2 as the Council navigates the best path                  
towards recovery.  

Introductory Questions  

1.What office are you seeking, and why did you decide to run for that office? 
If (re) elected, what are your priority areas of focus?  

I am running for the Ward 2 Council seat on the DC Council and would be proud to be 
elected as the first woman to ever hold this position. I joined this race one week after 
Jack Evans announced he would run for the same seat from which he had just resigned 
prior to being unanimously expelled by the Council. I was outraged by the flagrant 
disregard for the rule of law and such little respect for the voters of Ward 2. Now, with 
the spread of COVID-19, the need for strong, transparent, and ethical local leadership 
could not be more important. Ward 2 deserves a Councilmember who has the 
legislative, business, and tax experience to ensure our city can recover. The fact that 
Ward 2 does not currently have a Councilmember and seat at the table as budget 
priorities are being negotiated, is dangerous and will impact our Ward for years to 
come.  

Jeffrey DeWitt, the District’s Chief Financial Officer, has predicted that the Council will 
have to cut over a billion dollars from the budget in order to get back on track. This is 
an incredibly difficult task and one that requires a deep understanding of our city’s tax 
code. I will draw from my experience as a tax attorney in the DC Office of Tax and 
Revenue and from my time as the Assistant Attorney General for Policy and Legislative 
Affairs to ensure we support our most vulnerable neighbors and care for the long-term 
financial health of our city. This includes providing housing support through mortgage 
freezes and cash assistance for renters. I will also allow for property taxes to be 
deferred until the time of sale for homeowners who are struggling.  



We also have to do a better job of lifting up small businesses. DeWitt predicts that of 
the 40% of restaurants that have already closed in the District, 20% may never reopen. 
As your Councilmember, I will introduce legislation to institute locally-issued small 
business grants that do not require small businesses to jump through unnecessary 
bureaucratic hoops. I will also continue the work I started at the OAG, to stand up to 
out-of-District businesses that are defrauding our programs for local businesses.  

I encourage you to read my full COVID-19 Relief and Recovery plan on my 
website at https://brookepintoforward2.com/vision/.  

Budget  

2. Do you consider the District’s total current budget to be too large, too small, 
or about right? Please explain.  

The DC budget is there to meet the needs of all residents and businesses. In addition, 
it acts as a key tool for addressing the racial, economic, and social inequities our city 
faces. I believe that  
the District’s total current budget needs to be reallocated to areas in which funding is 
needed most, with input from residents about what is important to them.  

3. With unemployment, homelessness, and general economic distress at high 
levels, do you envision increasing safety net spending in future budgets? If so, 
which areas would you seek to expand?  

In the past, we haven’t always done a good job of protecting vulnerable populations 
from slipping through the cracks, and missing out on opportunities. COVID-19 has made 
these inequities even more clear, exacerbating underlying problems in our community. 
There are many areas that must be improved, including expanding and improving wrap 
around services for those struggling with housing insecurity. As of May 4th, 211 
homeless people have tested positive for coronavirus in the District. This is why I 
support providing hotel vouchers for those struggling with housing insecurity. It is a 
win-win solution that benefits the health of vulnerable Washingtonians and our 
struggling hotel industry and has already been successfully implemented in Virginia.  

We also need to expand staffing in critical District agencies, including the Department 
of Employment Services so that people can access benefits quickly. In addition, I was 
disappointed to see that the Council excluded undocumented residents from accessing 
relief, despite that this community is among our most vulnerable populations. This is not 



purely a budgeting issue, but a humanitarian crisis. I will fight for the needs of all Ward 
2 residents, during times of crisis and prosperity.  

4. With the COVID-19 outbreak causing an economic downturn and stress on 
state and local budgets, would you support raising taxes to maintain current 
spending levels? If so, how should new revenue sources be targeted?  

The DC Council should use every tool available to ensure the District recovers. 
However, an increase in taxes alone will not be able to cover the deficit we are now 
facing, and I also believe our entire community is hurting and simply increasing taxes 
will not be a responsible way to address this crisis. It is inevitable that cuts will have to 
be made. The first place to start is to demand that Congress provide Washington, DC 
the same amount of federal funding that every other state has received. If Congress 
does not treat DC as a state, we should stop paying federal taxes. I will leverage my 
relationships on the Hill from my time working in Senator Richard Blumenthal’s office 
and from my time advocating for statehood before the National Attorneys General 
Association, to be a strong advocate for DC statehood. I am proud to have 
endorsements from US Senator Blumenthal (D-CT) and US Congressman Joe P. 
Kennedy III (D-MA-4). These partnerships will be important in our fight for fair 
recovering relief from the federal government.  
Transportation, Housing and 
Infrastructure  

5. More than a third of DC residents do not own cars and automobile traffic               
significantly contributes to climate change. If elected, how will you work           
to improve public transportation in the District?  

I support a smart and pragmatic approach to transportation that promotes equality and 
a reduction in carbon emissions. I support Councilmember Charles Allen’s legislation 
that would provide every DC resident with a $100 monthly metro subsidy. We must 
encourage the use of public transportation and ensure that it is not a financial burden 
on any Washingtonian. Additionally, I am also in favor of expanding dedicated 
crosstown transitways, bus lanes, and bike lanes around the city. We need to design 
an approach that works for everyone in the community. Increasing the accessibility of 
green transportation options will improve the quality of life for all DC residents through 
reducing traffic, preventing traffic deaths, improving air quality, and encouraging 
healthy lifestyle choices.  

6. Other global cities are working to increase nearby access to amenities for all 



residents. For example, Paris recently announced a plan to become a “15-minute 
city” with grocery stores and other destinations located within a short walk of 
every home. What will you do to eliminate food deserts and improve local options 
throughout the District?  

Food deserts are an economic injustice and a public health crisis. 
Communities that are not able to easily access grocery stores suffer from 
food insecurity, diabetes, and obesity because healthy food options are not 
readily available. As your Councilmember, I will work support legislation to 
provide incentives to regional grocery store chains to open in food deserts. 
I will also provide support to small, independently owned grocery stores 
and markets.  

We must build more mixed income developments and build communities 
around those developments so that everyone has access to grocery 
stores, transportation options, and quality schools.  

I am supportive of expanding community gardens and non-profits such as 
DC Urban Greens which are already doing inspiring work to provide fresh 
produce to underserved areas. We do not need to re-invent the system, 
but rather look to the work of grassroot organizers that are already finding 
innovative solutions to address our city’s most pressing challenges. I will 
work to amplify and support the work they have started.  
7. As of 2019, there were 6,500 people in the District experiencing homelessness 
and the economic impact of COVID-19 will place a strain on thousands more. How 
do you plan on decreasing homelessness in a sustainable way?  

At the Office of the Attorney General, I worked to expand the Office of Consumer 
Protection to make sure that laws which are already on the books to protect tenants are 
adequately enforced. The Office of the Attorney General brought many cases on behalf 
of tenants who had been charged rising costs or were displaced, and I helped draft and 
introduce legislation to protect displaced tenants from payment delays. Although 
landlords are not able to evict tenants during COVID-19 and debt collection is 
suspended, the Council must ensure that tenant protections are strictly enforced when 
these restrictions are lifted.  



I strongly support mortgage freezes and cash assistance for renters during COVID to 
provide immediate relief. I also support expanding wrap around services and hotel 
vouchers for those struggling with housing insecurity.  

8. If (re) elected, what will you do to create and protect affordable housing for 
both home-buyers and renters?  

Many elderly residents across the city are struggling to stay in the home they have lived 
in for decades. The Council should immediately pass legislation that allows for 
homeowners to pay real estate taxes at the time of sale. The city will still receive the tax 
income and residents will be able to afford to stay in their homes until they are ready to 
sell. I also support increasing the homestead senior citizen tax deduction to provide 
additional relief.  

For renters, I support providing cash assistance to those who can demonstrate 
financial hardship due to the COVID-19 crisis. I also support strengthening our rent 
control laws and closing loopholes that have contributed to the affordable housing 
crisis in our city. Washington, DC has experienced the highest intensity of gentrification 
of any city in the country. That is shameful. The Council must take decisive action to 
right this wrong.  

9. Revitalization in DC has created an increase in commercial and residential 
development. Though this revitalization is beneficial to the District, certain 
areas are not experiencing it at the same rate as other neighborhoods. What are 
your plans to ensure that all of DC benefits from periods of economic growth?  

The revitalization of neighborhoods puts individuals and businesses who pay property 
taxes at risk. As neighborhoods are redeveloped, property taxes increase: pushing 
people out of their homes and small businesses out of the market. To combat this, it is 
important to reform our tax code. Second, we need to require developers to include 
affordable housing in their development plans. By prioritizing affordable housing, all of 
DC benefits from periods of economic growth. I  
will continue to stand by individuals and small businesses when they are thriving and 
when they need us the most.  

10. Which recently revitalized DC neighborhood would you suggest as the best 
model for the city as a whole, and why?  



DC has not yet succeeded in combating gentrification, so revitalization efforts continue 
to force long-time residents out of their homes. As a result, I cannot point to any 
revitalization project that should be a model for other neighborhoods. Additionally, one 
of the best parts of DC is that every neighborhood is so different, so a one-size-fits-all 
model is not the solution. While public-private partnerships can be positive, the Council 
should have stronger oversight over development projects and should attach more 
contingencies to developers to ensure that all new buildings have affordable housing 
units for individuals and families. Those who do not comply, should not be banned from 
receiving future tax incentives or government contracts.  

Community input is also extremely important for any redevelopment projects, whether 
public or private. Projects that exclude neighbors from having a seat at the table 
frequently are riddled with problems that could have been easily avoided. In addition, 
oftentimes when redevelopment occurs small businesses are pushed out and then 
cannot afford the higher rents when the development is completed. It is the Council’s 
responsibility to address this challenge because when small businesses are forced 
out, the culture of our city changes and residents lose out.  

Education  

11. Do you think reform in the DC public schools is headed in the right direction? 
Explain your answer.  

While DCPS has improved over the past decade, there is still much more work to be 
done. Schools in wealthier neighborhoods and gentrifying neighborhoods are 
improving, while schools in underserved communities are still lagging behind. 
Disparities have continued to grow during the COVID-19 crisis, and have not spared our 
school system. Students who do not have internet or computer access cannot learn 
online. Students who do not have access to regular meals or safe living environments 
cannot be expected to worry about anything past their basic needs. We do not know 
when life will return to normal, so we have to prepare for a school year next year that 
will be at least partially remote. This means ensuring students have the resources they 
need to distance learn and that teachers have the training they need to adapt to this 
new reality. I recently spoke with a DCPS high school teacher who explained that online 
learning programs, including Canvas, have never been included in city-wide 
professional development training. This must be addressed so we are prepared for a 
possible second wave of the virus, but also so that our District is forward looking and 
embraces new technology.  



Regardless of the state of the pandemic, wrap around services, including mental 
health support and other social services, need to be improved and expanded to 
provide support to school  
administrators and teachers whose students are struggling. We also need to 
ensure that all schools have college and career counseling services and advanced 
placement opportunities. Students across the city must also have equal access to 
athletic and artistic opportunities.  

These are only a few of the areas that need to be improved upon in our school system. 
As your Councilmember, I will lead by consensus and be guided by data. I will work to 
ensure Ward 2 families and families across the city have access to quality 
neighborhood public schools and that all children have equal opportunities.  

12. How do you suggest that we repurpose school properties that have been 
closed over the past few years?  

I want to make sure these properties are used in the ways that work best for the 
community. Vacant school buildings should be assessed on a case-by-case basis and 
either be given to public neighborhood schools that are over capacity, or to charter 
schools that are successfully filling gaps. Buildings could also be used as adult learning 
centers or job training facilities. Regardless of the outcome, the community must be 
involved in the decision making process from the very beginning to ensure the property 
best serves the needs of the neighborhood.  

13. How will you ensure equitable Special Education allocations across the 
city?  

Students of all learning abilities have the right to receive a quality education. Special 
education students should not have to attend private schools to access the resources 
they need. As your Councilmember, I will push to create a task force of teachers, school 
administrators, parents, and students to identify where improvements need to be made. 
Funding should be increased where necessary and additional teacher aids and 
teachers with special education training should be hired.  

14. What accountability measures can you put into place to ensure that schools 
are staffed appropriately? What significant, unique policies would you put into 
place that would drastically increase the support and retention of teachers and 
administrators in DCPS?  



Happy teacher appreciation month! Teachers are integral to the future of our city, and 
we need to trust them to educate and guide our youth to success. While teacher 
evaluations and standardized testing should play some role in ensuring our students 
are best served, these two systems need to be reformed. Currently, these requirements 
put teachers under an immense amount of stress and force them to follow guidelines 
that are not always in the best interest of students. Teachers should not form their 
teaching plans around standardized testing. They should be meeting students where 
they are and teaching to their needs. For students, standardized tests can make 
learning disengaging and uninspiring. We need to end the culture of  
fear among teachers by reforming standardized testing and teacher evaluations, 
as well as opening strong lines of communication between the staff and student 
body.  

Criminal 
Justice  

15. Describe one aspect of an effective safety plan that would lower crime rates in 
DC without infringing on the constitutional rights of DC residents.  

At the Office of the Attorney General of D.C., I helped oversee the Cure the Streets pilot 
program which takes a public-health approach to reducing crime. In this program, 
violence interrupters intervene in high-risk situations to peaceably resolve conflicts 
before they become violent. This has proven effective in the past and reduces the 
number of arrests and DC residents who are sentenced to prison. As your 
Councilmember, I will continue to be a strong supporter of this program and believe that 
we can apply this on a larger scale to continue lowering crime rates in DC.  

16. How would improve reentry programs for returning citizens to ensure they are 
connected to gainful employment, education, and their families?  

We need to create reentry employment programs to help reduce recidivism by helping 
participants find and retain employment upon reentry into the community. To start, we 
need to provide people with employment assistance during the last several months of 
their sentence, as well as career advising through their first year following their release 
from prison. Additionally, I support“ban-the-box laws,” which prohibit employers from 
asking about a person’s criminal history on a job application. By encouraging 
employers to assess the capabilities of a future employee based on their qualifications 



and skill, those with a criminal past will get a fair shot at finding work. We also need to 
pass Clean Slate Laws that seek to seal non-violent criminal records to help people 
with criminal records get their lives back on track.  

In tandem with these laws and programs, wrap around services will work to reduce the 
number of offenders who, after being released, return to prison or jail because they 
have committed another crime. Our entire community benefits when recidivism rates 
decline.  

Wages and Labor  

17. What initiatives would you propose to ensure that minority- and woman-owned 
business enterprises are able to compete for projects, particularly District 
construction and development?  

Minority and women-owned business enterprises should have priority for receiving 
government contracts. At the OAG, I saw that out-of-District businesses were 
defrauding these programs, and was impassioned to give the OAG more power to 
prosecute fraudulent businesses. One of the few women who own construction 
companies in the District came to me to report that she  
had been cheated out of benefiting from these existing programs. There is a serious 
oversight and enforcement issue when it comes to incentives and protections for 
minority and women-owned businesses. Our laws are only as strong as the teeth they 
have to be enforced. I will work to ensure minority and women-owned businesses 
have the resources and support they need to compete in a competitive marketplace.  

Government Accountability  

18. Do you believe that the current DC Council represents the interests of the 
broad public? If not, what segments of the public are underrepresented?  

No. The Council needs to do a better job not only to hear from everyone, but to 
proactively seek the input from all voices. Not everyone can take the day off of work to 
advocate at the Wilson Building or testify at a public hearing, it is incumbent upon the 
Councilmember from Ward 2 to go into the community and meet people where they 
are to hear from them.  

There has also been too much money in our politics. That is why I am proud not to have 
accepted a single donation from any corporation, PAC, or Independent Expenditure 
Committee. I am the only candidate running who has pledged to disavow any support 



from Independent Expenditure Committees which have unlimited spending limits in local 
races and have already been heavily spending in this race.  

19. How will you demonstrate accessibility and responsiveness to 
your constituents?  

I lead by consensus and deeply value the input of constituents. We have seen over 
and over again that poor decisions are made when the community is not given a seat 
at the table. As the Assistant Attorney General for Policy and Legislative Affairs, I 
attended over 100 community meetings every year. As your Councilmember, I will 
continue to listen to the voices of Ward 2 voters and will have community meetings 
regularly. A sign language interpreter will be present at every meeting and language 
translation will also be provided.  

To demonstrate our accessibility to the valuable citizens who elected us, we must 
prioritize service delivery. We will ensure that there is Spanish speaking staff in my 
office and at in-person community meetings and telephone town halls, as well as a 
system to track constituent problems. By putting the constituent first, we can better 
understand where there are issues and how the Council can work to effectively prevent 
them from occurring in the first place.  

During the COVID-19 crisis, I have also come to realize that many voters have difficulty 
knowing where to start when searching for resources. My phone calls with voters 
inspired me to support the creation of The Office of the People's Advocate in my 
COVID-19 Relief and Resiliency Plan. The DC government has many excellent 
services and programs, but they can often be difficult to find and access. The Office of 
the People’s Advocate will guide residents through these processes and ensure their 
needs are met.  
20. This is the first campaign cycle conducted with the Fair Elections Program, 
which provides public financing for candidates who adhere to small-dollar 
contribution limits. Do you believe that a candidate who is not participating in this 
program can adequately represent the views of all residents of the District?  

I absolutely support the Fair Elections program. It demonstrates how our public 
financing programs make sure that money is not a barrier to meaningfully run or 
compete for a seat. It requires that candidates pledge to adhere to not accepting 
contributions from business entities or contributions from traditional Political Action 
Committees, helping us get money and private interests out of politics.  

The reason I have chosen to use traditional financing is simple: I entered the race just 



10 weeks ago, and in order to get our campaign up and running and be able to 
compete with other candidates, traditional financing was the only option. I bring this up 
only to dispel the notion that having access to traditional money will give me a leg up — 
in fact, it will allow me to raise much less money than the other candidates in the field. 
Contributors to my campaign are limited to $500 maximums for the primary and special 
election campaigns and every donation is publicly reported.  

I also have refused to accept any corporate donations and am the only candidate in the 
race who has pledged to not accept assistance from Super-PACs or IECs. These 
campaign finance systems allow campaigns to skirt individual contribution limits. For 
example, under the Fair Elections Program, an individual cannot contribute over $50 
dollars to a campaign, but they can contribute an unlimited amount of funds to a 
Super-PAC or IEC which can spend the money on the candidate’s behalf. I urge my 
fellow candidates to join me in this pledge, because Ward 2 voters deserve 
transparency and special interest, billionaires should not be able to dump tens of 
thousands of dollars into a local DC election to tip the scales. Let’s finally mean what 
we say in Ward 2 and run people-powered campaigns.  

21. Other suggested campaign reforms include ranked-choice voting and         
lowering the voting age to 16. What changes would you support to ensure that our               
elections truly represent the will of the people?  

Our election process is complicated and long, which often leads to disengagement 
from voters. The District’s lack of statehood also leads to low voter turnout rates and 
low interest in local politics. It is crucial that we gain statehood. But, in the meantime, I 
support implementing rank choice voting so that the candidate with the most support 
wins the election.  

Ward-Specific 
Questions  
22. (Ward 2 Candidates Only) Will you commit to supporting the winner of the 
Democratic primary in the June 16 special election and/or the general election in 
November? Why or why not?  

The results for the primary election may not be available before the June 16th special 
election. I will support the winner of the primary election in the general election, unless 
Jack Evans wins the primary election. If Evans is to be elected, he will most likely be 
expelled from the Council, focing Ward 2 to hold another special election and waste an 
additional million dollars of taxpayer money. He has lost the trust of Ward 2 and the 



rest of our city. He does not deserve the privilege of serving on the Council.  

23. (Ward 4 Candidates Only) Councilmembers often have to strike a balance 
between supporting the mayor’s priorities and providing independent 
representation for their constituents. How does your vision for Ward 4 differ from 
Mayor Bowser?  

24. (Ward 7 Candidates Only) Do you support extending the streetcar on H Street 
east to Benning Road Metro? How would you work to ensure that projects like this 
provide connections with the rest of the city while limiting displacement among 
current Ward 7 residents?  

25. (Ward 8 Candidates Only) Given Ward 8 still exists within a food desert, with 
a lack of healthcare facilities, what are your plans to bring sustainable services and 
retail partners to the community moving forward?  


