
Please attach a brief bio in addition to the questionnaire. 

Veda Rasheed is a native Washingtonian, proudly from Ward 7. She was raised in River 

Terrace and has spent a decade in community service as a fearless advocate, organizer and 

coalition builder for her neighbors. She’s paid forward the love and support she’s received 

from her community by serving in dozens of volunteer roles, including Chair of the Ward 7 

Young Democrats; Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, 7E01; Ward 7 Parent Leader 

for My School DC Advisory Council; and as a Ward 7 Pave Parent Representative. A 

graduate of Bowie State and the Columbus School of Law at the Catholic University of 

America, Veda has been a clerk to the Chief Judge of the DC Superior Court and, most 

recently, advanced the Community Engagement efforts of Attorney General Karl Racine at 

the DC Attorney General’s Office and Mayor Bowser appointed Veda to the Mayor’s 

Commission on African American Affairs. A mother, an advocate and a friend, no matter 

the challenge, Veda Rasheed will do what she’s always done—work skillfully and 

effectively to nurture, protect, and defend the community that she loves. 
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Introductory Questions 

 

1.What office are you seeking, and why did you decide to run for that office? If 

(re) elected, what are your priority areas of focus? 

I am currently seeking the Ward 7 Councilmember seat. 

My top priorities for Ward 7 are Healthcare, Education, and Economic Development. By 

bringing grocery stores to our communities, opening a hospital East of the River, and 

improving maternal and infant health outcomes we can make Ward 7 a healthier place to 

live. By holding teachers and students to high standards and encouraging community 
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engagement and increasing transparency, we can make Ward 7 a better place to grow up. 

By focusing on community revitalization and promoting growth and encouraging small 

business ownership, we can make Ward 7 a rewarding place to live and work. Ward 7 

deserves the same investment that Wards West of the River have seen and it deserves 

development that does not displace its citizens. These things taken together can provide us 

with a safer Ward where our children have brighter futures and our community members 

are respected. 

Budget 

 

2. Do you consider the District’s total current budget to be too large, too small, or 

about right? Please explain. 

I think there is more nuance to the situation and the District’s budget is too large, too 

small, and about right depending on the priority you are looking at. We need focused 

resources on addressing development, healthcare, and education in Ward 7, but we do not 

need to blindly throw dollars at the issue. We also need to be stewards of the budget in a 

way that does not simply pass money on to wealthy donors and development that increases 

issues in the City. 

3. With unemployment, homelessness, and general economic distress at high 

levels, do you envision increasing safety net spending in future budgets? If so, 

which areas would you seek to expand? 
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This answer will need to change after we see the impact of the current pandemic and any 
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successor waves. Much of unemployment funding is currently being subsidized by the 

federal government and City resources may not need to go there at the moment, but what 

happens after and how quickly tourism rebounds will impact how we should allocate 

dollars in that area of the safety net. With wider swaths of the City now impacted in a way 

that mirrors how our Wards East of the River, without significant tourism, have struggled, 

we should be looking at the efficacy of our safety net spending and how we use it to 

promote transitioning people into opportunities. We must also look at our safety net 

beyond individuals into small businesses, which we hope to develop in Ward 7 as a means 

to revitalize the Ward. 

4. With the COVID-19 outbreak causing an economic downturn and stress on state 

and local budgets, would you support raising taxes to maintain current spending 

levels? If so, how should new revenue sources be targeted? 

Any increase in taxation should be done carefully and in a way that is as progressive as 

possible, to not hinder the consumption of the drivers of our economy. At the same time we 

must also make sure that small business, the primary employer of our citizens outside of 

government, is able to come back and thrive. Increased taxes should only be on those who 

can afford them most and reap the benefits of the City; however, increased focus on paying 

their fair share should be directed towards large corporations, especially those with 

unfulfilled promises to the City, i.e. Walmart, which then-Mayor Gray made a deal with to 

allow into the City, only to see the company go back on its promise to open East of the 

River—something I intend to hold the company to, unlike Gray, whether when he was 

Mayor or as a Council Member. 

 

Transportation, Housing and Infrastructure 

 

5. More than a third of DC residents do not own cars and automobile traffic 
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significantly contributes to climate change. If elected, how will you work to 

improve public transportation in the District? 

We need to increase the reliability of our current Metro Transit System as well as its 

sustainability. From there we need to increase its reach, particularly of the train. 
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6. Other global cities are working to increase nearby access to amenities for all 

residents. For example, Paris recently announced a plan to become a “15-minute 

city” with grocery stores and other destinations located within a short walk of 

every home. What will you do to eliminate food deserts and improve local options 

throughout the District? 

This is a primary issue of my campaign. I intend to hold business accountable for not 

opening as promised in the food desert of Ward 7. Further, I would seek incentives and 

push for grocery stores to open in Ward 7—and hold businesses accountable for receiving 

those incentives. I would strive to include other local leaders in the planning and condition 

approvals of development to work toward eliminating such problems. In light of the 

current pandemic I would also like to see increased delivery options in Ward 7, 

particularly for groceries and fresh produce. 

7. As of 2019, there were 6,500 people in the District experiencing homelessness 

and the economic impact of COVID-19 will place a strain on thousands more. 

How do you plan on decreasing homelessness in a sustainable way? 

We need to work toward continuing to increase the availability of affordable housing, 

transitional housing, and quality shelter availability. At the same time we need to connect 
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people to services, work on stopping surrounding jurisdictions from addressing 

homelessness where they are by sending the homeless to the District, and we need to work 

on development an economic opportunity. What is so tragic about homelessness in the 

District is how much it correlates to untreated mental health issues, leaving some of the 

most vulnerable people in our society out on the street. 

8. If (re) elected, what will you do to create and protect affordable housing for both 

home-buyers and renters? 

We need to protect and increase our requirements for affordable housing in new 

development and encourage redevelopment and revitalization in Ward 7 and elsewhere. 

Simultaneously we must fight displacement. Rent control should be strengthened and 

strictly enforced. 

9. Revitalization in DC has created an increase in commercial and residential 

development. Though this revitalization is beneficial to the District, certain areas 

are not experiencing it at the same rate as other neighborhoods. What are your 

plans to ensure that all of DC benefits from periods of economic growth? 
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I intend to first hold developers and businesses accountable to promises that are already 

made, unlike the previous representation of our Ward. Next, I would seek to have 

incentives offered for development in Ward 7, but provide strict oversight to ensure that 

promises to the District are being fulfilled. Further, I would push the long overdue 

development of a hospital in Ward 7 to provide not only the health benefits of the 

institution, but jobs that should go first to members of the community. 
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10. Which recently revitalized DC neighborhood would you suggest as the best 

model for the city as a whole, and why? 

I am not sure which revitalized neighborhood I would suggest as the best model for the 

District right now, the communities that come to mind such as Shaw, U Street, Adams 

Morgan, and H Street. The problem is that they are all now synonyms for displacement 

and the loss of D.C. Culture. Revitalization doesn’t benefit the community, when part of 

the revitalization is removing the community. While we welcome new residents to Ward 7, 

we do not want to lose our soul and displace the people who make up our community. In 

this sense, perhaps the Downtown Silver Spring area is a good model, bringing tremendous 

benefits to the area and attracting dollars from all over, while leaving the community 

largely intact and with more jobs and economic opportunity. 

 

Education 

 

11. Do you think reform in the DC public schools is headed in the right direction? 

Explain your answer. 

Reforms don’t seem to have schools in Ward 7 uniformly headed in the right direction. I 

have seen teachers investing their own scarce funds and going above and beyond the call of 

duty to do the best job they can, but facing limited resources and crumbling facilities. I 

 

invited two judges to speak at a local elementary school and they got to experience first- 

hand the inability to even control the temperature in an overheating classroom that is just 

 

one of the obstacles our children have to overcome to learn. I believe we need strict 

oversight, an empowered school board, empowered teachers, and involved parents. 

Simultaneously, we need to hold teachers and students to high standards. 
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12. How do you suggest that we repurpose school properties that have been closed 

over the past few years? 

I would to the fullest extent use them for community use. 

13. How will you ensure equitable Special Education allocations across the city? 

Through strict oversight, tracking, and reporting. We must also be cognizant of the 

overuse of special education, especially with our children East of the River. We need more 

attention brought to removing the obstacles in and outside of the classroom to their 

learning and the bright futures that they can have. 

 

14. What accountability measures can you put into place to ensure that schools are 

staffed appropriately? What significant, unique policies would you put into place 

that would drastically increase the support and retention of teachers and 

administrators in DCPS? 

As a legislator it is my duty to engage in oversight and my office will be actively engaged 

and constantly collecting information. The policies we can propose are only as good as the 

information we have to address the problems we discover. We need to engage our teachers 

and administrators, and, while holding them to high standards, understand that they are 

one piece of the puzzle. Many of the educational problems our students face are at home, 

in the streets, and elsewhere. We need to look at education as a piece in a holistic puzzle of 

the lives of our residents and do what we can to remove the barriers to positive futures. 
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Criminal Justice 

 

15. Describe one aspect of an effective safety plan that would lower crime rates in 

DC without infringing on the constitutional rights of DC residents. 

An increased focus on community policing. Policing radically changed in the 70’s as 

motorized policing became the model. Community policing, where our officers can be 

members of our community and get to know the people in the community (ideally coming 

from the community themselves when possible), would build trust and help resolve issues 

before they can be fully realized. While it would not help any quotas or provide the public 

appearance of “crack-downs” and things of that nature, a police officer who is known and 
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trusted in the community is likely to hear about someone, especially our young people, 

veering of the path and can resolve it before it happens. This is not a new model and is an 

excellent model of American law enforcement that I would like to see us return to in Ward 

7 and across the District. 

16. How would improve reentry programs for returning citizens to ensure they are 

connected to gainful employment, education, and their families? 

I would first seek to improve access and aim to transition former residents’ home to the 

District. We are unique in that we are one of the only places in the country where you are 

sent to prison across the country. That on its own has tremendous negative effects on our 

citizens. But I also believe that we should have policies that include things such as 

automatic expungement for certain crimes when certain conditions are met. We also need 
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to continue to strengthen our transitional efforts and partnerships that lead to 

employment. Housing is also a major issue here. 

Wages and Labor 

 

17. What initiatives would you propose to ensure that minority- and woman-owned 

business enterprises are able to compete for projects, particularly District 

construction and development? 

I would join in strict oversight and enforcement of the preferences in our current law for 

such enterprises. I also believe that we should partner with our local universities and other 

institutions to build a pipeline for the training of people who will create such enterprises. 

Such enterprise will be essential to the revitalization I see for my community in Ward 7. 

 

Government Accountability 

 

18. Do you believe that the current DC Council represents the interests of the broad 

public? If not, what segments of the public are underrepresented? 

I think that the interests of money and developers are well represented and that not all, but 

some of our council members believe that that they have power as opposed to realizing that 

they hold power—lent to them by the citizens of the District, to be exercised for the 
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Citizen’s benefit. We need to focus on the servant aspect of the job and focus more on 

those in the community who cannot pay to have their voice amplified. 
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19. How will you demonstrate accessibility and responsiveness to your 

constituents? 

I have spent my time as a grass roots activist and a worker in the community. The focus of 

my office as a council member will be on continued presence in the community, soliciting 

information, collecting data, and responding to community concerns. Accessible and 

responsive to my community is the type of person I have been long before running for this 

seat and it is who I will continue to be. 

20. This is the first campaign cycle conducted with the Fair Elections Program, 

which provides public financing for candidates who adhere to small-dollar 

contribution limits. Do you believe that a candidate who is not participating in this 

program can adequately represent the views of all residents of the District? 

I absolutely and wholeheartedly believe that a candidate can adequately represent the 

views of all residents of the District. Many of our previous and current elected officials 

have served with integrity and we are able to continue in the future the option of public 

finance. 

 

21. Other suggested campaign reforms include ranked-choice voting and lowering 

the voting age to 16. What changes would you support to ensure that our elections 

truly represent the will of the people? 

Due to low voter turn-out in Ward 7, as the Chair of the Ward 7 Young Democrats, I held 

the Get Out and Vote Tour across the recreation centers, high schools, the Boys and Girls 

Club and partnered with non-profit organizations to increase voter turn-out with voter 

education and registration. Additionally, adding civic engagement to the school 

curriculum to educate and engage our youth. Ranked-choice voting is a policy that I am 

open to and learning more about. 
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Ward-Specific Questions 

 

22. (Ward 2 Candidates Only) Will you commit to supporting the winner of the 

Democratic primary in the June 16 special election and/or the general election in 

November? Why or why not? 

 

23. (Ward 4 Candidates Only) Councilmembers often have to strike a balance 

between supporting the mayor’s priorities and providing independent 

representation for their constituents. How does your vision for Ward 4 differ from 

Mayor Bowser? 

 

24. (Ward 7 Candidates Only) Do you support extending the streetcar on H Street 

east to Benning Road Metro? How would you work to ensure that projects like this 

provide connections with the rest of the city while limiting displacement among 

current Ward 7 residents? 

I believe that the streetcar should be looked at seriously to determine whether it’s being 

used to benefit the community. After the Council appropriates the funds for the project 

that would generally be the extent of the involvement of the Council, therefore I would 

work closely with the Executive Office. 

25. (Ward 8 Candidates Only) Given Ward 8 still exists within a food desert, with 

a lack of healthcare facilities, what are your plans to bring sustainable services and 
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retail partners to the community moving forward? 


