
1.What office are you seeking, and why did you decide to run for that 
office? If (re) elected, what are your priority areas of focus?  

I am seeking the office of Councilmember, Ward 8. As a practicing civil 
rights attorney, I have spent my professional career addressing disparities 
and inequities in treatment for those who frequently do not have the 
resources to navigate the systems that run our country and effectively 
advocate for themselves. Many of my clients are Ward 7 and 8 residents. 
Ward 8 is historically the most underserved and under-resourced area of 
the City. I want to bring the same skills and dedication that I have 
continuously exhibited to improving our quality of life and leveling the 
playing field upon for all Ward 8 residents.  

Ward 8 is the last frontier for economic development in the City and it 
needs a strong and faithful advocate to ensure that the interests of the 
residents are safeguarded, and they participate in the subsequent 
economic prosperity that is the result of economic development. My 
priorities include:  

• Promoting responsible development in Ward 8 that engages the community, 
provides tangible benefits for residents, and offers poverty-breaking 
employment and apprenticeship opportunities.  

• Addressing the health disparities in Ward 8 and the need for a world-class, full 
service hospital.  

• Advocating for a high quality, fair and equitable public education system that 
promotes Ward 8 student achievement.  

• Increasing funding and opportunities for sustainable and affordable 
housing.  

• Supporting the transformation of vacant and blighted property into livable, 

affordable spaces for current residents.  



• Working to Increase police-community collaboration and citizen 

participation in neighborhood safe programs.  
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• Targeting funding and services for seniors that permit aging in place with 
dignity and expand senior social and community programs.  

Budg
et  

2. Do you consider the District’s total current budget to be too large, too 
small, or about right? Please explain.  

I believe that the DC FY 2021 Budget is sufficient in size. I take issue with 
the way those funds are allocated. Moreover, with the CFO’s recent 
announcement that the District stands to lose $1.5 Billion through FY 2021, 
due to COVID-19, this shortfall will put all services and programs at 
risk.  

The projected budget shortfall for FY 2020 alone, stands to be $722 
Million. Traditional strategies employed by governments to close the 
shortfall gaps is to make disproportionate cuts to health and human 
services which primarily impact low-income residents, and cuts to 
education, which likewise has severe, long-term 
consequences—especially in minority communities where schools are the 
hub of socialization—meals, learning, and recreation. I am committed to 
working to ensure that this will not be the District’s approach.  

3. With unemployment, homelessness, and general economic distress at 
high levels, do you envision increasing safety net spending in future 
budgets? If so, which areas would you seek to expand?  



If the District’s Budget is truly to help all residents of the City thrive, 
some expanded investments must occur, including but not limited 
to:  

• Budget investments beyond the Housing Production Trust 
Fund to preservation of the DC public housing inventory and 
rental assistant supplements.  

• Expanded homelessness 
programs.  

• Increases in the per-pupil funding formula and wrap-around         
programs for families and students to tackle the social and economic           
barriers to student learning.  

DC Young Democrats 2020 
Candidate Ques onnaire  

• Expanded resources for early childhood education care and 
adequate staff pay.  

• Funds to prevent the displacement of small legacy businesses, and to 
promote the continued expansion of locally owned, community-based 
small businesses.  

• Funding for a full-service hospital in 
SE.  

4. With the COVID-19 outbreak causing an economic downturn and stress 
on state and local budgets, would you support raising taxes to maintain 
current spending levels? If so, how should new revenue sources be 
targeted?  

My first reaction would be to cut “fatty” areas of waste in our budget. We 
need to look at some our city’s contracts and audit those who have not 
produced any tangible outcomes for the city. I believe that DC’s most 



affluent households and profitable businesses first must pay their fair share. 
Therefore, any changes to taxes should be focused immediately on how to 
provide for an equitable tax structure. Additional savings and revenues can 
also be realized from strategies such as closing corporate tax loopholes and 
expanding DC’s Earned Income Tax Credit. If these measures are 
effectively implemented, adequate revenues will be available to invest in 
programs that serve our communities without across-the-board tax 
increases.  

Transportation, Housing, and 
Infrastructure  

5. More than a third of DC residents do not own cars and automobile              
traffic significantly contributes to climate change. If elected, how will          
you work to improve public transportation in the District?  

I support fare subsidies and other incentives to promote 
continued/increased use and affordability of mass public transportation by 
District residents—many of whom have no other transportation options. I 
support ensuring that public transportation is accessible to workers who 
must rely on these services. Accessibility issues include more direct bus 
routes in underserved communities and extended service hours for  
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those who work late night and early morning shifts. I support movement 
towards a Clean Energy future by continuing to promote alternative forms 
of non-fossil fuel transportation options.  



6. Other global cities are working to increase nearby access to amenities 
for all residents. For example, Paris recently announced a plan to become a 
“15-minute city” with grocery stores and other destinations located within a 
short walk of every home. What will you do to eliminate food deserts and 
improve local options throughout the District?  

There are far too many food deserts in our City of prosperity. Accessibility 
to food options is one of the highest priorities faced by Ward 8 residents. 
The following are two startling statistics:  

• More than 50% of the food deserts in Washington DC are in 
Ward 8.  

• Each ward in DC has an average of 6 grocery stores. Ward 8 residents currently 
have one grocery store.  

The lack of healthy food options in Ward 8 is a public health issue which 
has led to increased rates of diabetes, obesity, and other health 
problems for Ward 8 residents in disproportionate numbers.  

The solutions that I am proposing below for Ward 8 have universal 
application and can be implemented in any area of the District where food 
deserts exist.  

• I will work to have two additional, quality grocery stores located in Ward 8. 
These stores should be within walking distance or otherwise accessible to Ward 8 
residents using low cost transportation options.  

• I will work with the District’s Economic Development Team to target 

prospective grocery chains and package incentives and grants that will 
promote Ward 8 as a preferred site location.  

• I will work with Ward 8 residents to expand and support local food              



entrepreneurs and increase awareness of co-op initiatives. These are important          
alternative sustainable healthy food options which promote wholesome        
and self-reliant communities.  
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• I will advocate for increased cleanliness, competitive pricing, and healthy 
and fresh food options offered in existing and new grocery stores in Ward 8.  

7. As of 2019, there were 6,500 people in the District experiencing 
homelessness and the economic impact of COVID-19 will place a strain on 
thousands more. How do you plan on decreasing homelessness in a 
sustainable way?  

I fully subscribe to the City’s stated goal that homeless should be brief, 
rare, and nonrecurring. Clearly, COVID-19 has exacerbated the homeless 
situation and underscored the acute health vulnerabilities of this 
population. Specifically, with respect to the homeless population, I will 
advocate for the following actions during and post-COVID19 crisis:  

• Immediately offering a placement to every person who lives on the street or 
in a congregate setting into a private and non-congregate setting, such as a 
hotel room, a private dormitory unit, or a vacant housing unit.  

• Developing a system to screen and place people who become homeless during 
this time into private settings. In these non-congregate settings, provide food, 
staffing, other basic needs, and medical assistance, as appropriate. Ensure that 
those residents are checked on regularly.  

• Retaining non-congregate placements until COVID-19 is no longer a 
pandemic or epidemic and has been nationally contained by widespread access 
to a vaccine. Simultaneously work to quickly place people into safe, affordable 



housing to limit the number of individuals who will eventually return to 
congregate settings.  

• ks, 
gloves).  

In addressing the homeless population in general, my plans to 
decrease this population on a sustainable basis include:  

• Focusing on the systemic issues driving youth and family 

homelessness,  
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• Providing additional resources (training, education, and childcare) to prevent 
survivors of domestic violence from becoming homeless.  

• Expanding funding to provide alternative housing options (friends and family) to 
those who are newly homeless which will expedite return to more viable living 
arrangements.  

• Employing the City of Chicago’s approach in assigning trained police 
officers who specialize in mental health and drug counseling to provide 
outreach at homeless encampments to ensure that our residents are getting 
their needs met.  

• Focusing on addressing the needs of veterans and returning citizen 
populations.  

8. If (re) elected, what will you do to create and protect affordable housing 
for both home-buyers and renters?  

One of the key platforms of my campaign is working to ensure that there is 



an adequate inventory of affordable housing—for residents who live and 
work in our communities. As a member of the Council, I would work to 
ensure that housing departments and agencies are doing what is required 
to increase and preserve DC’s affordable housing inventory and provide 
opportunities for new home-buyers to enter the market. I will also advocate 
for amendments to our current rental control regime. Among the areas in 
which I would focus vigorous oversight are:  

• The District’s investment and administration of the Housing Production Trust 
Fund (HPTF).  

• Ensuring so that all HPTF targeting requirements—such as 40 percent of its 
resources being utilized to serve DC families under 30 percent of AMI are 
maintained.  

• 
• Continuation and expansion of the Affordable Housing 

Preservation Fund.  

• Workforce Housing Tax Abatement 
Program  
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• Access to housing for the lowest income tier of families through expanded 
funding for ERAP I would like to see a schedule for making repairs in public housing 
beginning with $25M over the next 2 years and $15M per year for 10 years because 
it would allow the Housing Authority to issue bonds. Using private capital isn’t 
horrific but the question is whether it would privatize public housing, which is not 
what we want.  

•  

As for legislative changes I would advocate for the 
following:  



• I would strengthen rent control laws by addressing the loop holes related to 

voluntary agreements. They’re designed to let landlords negotiate higher rents with 
tenants in exchange for improvements to the building. But property owners have 
been using them to do away with rent control altogether. Since 2006, there have 
been 240 voluntary agreements affecting nearly 6,000 rent-controlled units in the 
District. Many of them involved current residents agreeing to raise rents on future 
tenants, effectively taking units out of rent control once current residents leave. 
There is nothing that says this is illegal and that should be addressed by the Council.  

• Also raising rents for improvements and repairs, this should be maxed out to 

permit the LL to cover the cost of the improvements and repairs and not a basis to 
keep the rent hiked permanently.  

9. Revitalization in DC has created an increase in commercial and 
residential development. Though this revitalization is beneficial to the 
District, certain areas are not experiencing it at the same rate as other 
neighborhoods. What are your plans to ensure that all of DC benefits from 
periods of economic growth?  

Ward 8 is among the most historically underserved and poorly resourced 
areas of the City. The economic development tide, which is now shifting to 
Ward 8, which has some of the most scenic vistas and historic treasures 
in the city will only be successful if it benefits all Ward 8 residents.  
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Therefore, I will work to ensure that ANCs, civic and community 
organizations, and residents are included in development decisions 



affecting their neighborhoods. I will also promote fair and transparent 
community benefits agreements. I will work to ensure that the Ward is an 
attractive destination for new businesses seeking to locate in the Ward, but 
I will fight to ensure that they bring a sense of corporate social responsibility 
to the table and a commitment to help develop, train and hire a skilled 
workforce that gives our residents the foundation to thrive financially. 
Finally, I will encourage and support the continued growth and development 
of local businesses and entrepreneurial endeavors, so that the Ward 
maintains a diverse and thriving local economy with a sense of unique 
cultural identity.  

10. What recently revitalized DC neighborhood would you suggest as 
the best model for the city as a whole, and why?  

The Shaw Neighborhood. The community has a strong sense of cultural 
identity from historic schools like Banneker. It also has strong 
church-community partnerships as demonstrated from the Shaw 
Community Center which is co-located at one of the oldest churches in the 
District. They recently hosted an anti-gun rally that drew more than 200 
hundred classmates of the slain Malachi Lukes. When I looked into the 
audience, I saw black and white residents of Shaw there to celebrate the 
message of gun violence. Rare indeed, but totally possible.  

Educatio
n  

11. Do you think reform in the DC public schools is headed in the right 
direction? Explain your answer.  

No. I do not believe that reform in DC public schools adequately addresses 
the historic systemic flaws and racism that have existed in our approach to 
education. I believe access to high-quality public education must be 
available to all residents. The question is not necessarily where the power 
and authority reside, with respect to control of our schools, but the WILL, 



perspective and integrity required to make a difference.  
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First, we must address the ever-widening achievement gap between Black          
and White students. I view that the “achievement gap” in actuality is an             
“opportunity gap”. The District is now beginning to focus on the vital            
importance of universal access to high quality early care and education           
during the critical development stages of birth to age three. However, for            
those in which the investments were not made soon enough, we must            
address these deficits through a lens of equity—now and into the future            
ensuring that educators at high poverty schools have the resources needed           
to help students thrive in the classroom and beyond. I will support equity in              
the allocation of funding.  

I also believe it is a prerequisite to learning success for schools to provide              
access to wraparound service for students and their families in order tackle            
the social and economic barriers to student learning. We must encourage           
and appropriate funds to well-designed wraparound service programs        
prioritizing communities and students whose health and wellness needs are          
not being met. A well-designed program reaches a balance in providing           
services directly within schools while coordinating access to other services          
through external agencies. Tracking the outcomes of offering these services          
is also critical. We can accomplish this by making sure each year these             
programs are assessed via a cost-benefit analysis. Measuring and         
assessing the scale of these programs is also essential-- monitoring not just            
the schools that provide them, but also the number of students that have             
access to the services.  

As a Councilmember, I will work untiringly with the schools, teaching 
professionals, administrators, parents, and other committed stakeholders 
to address these dynamics and create wholesome and supportive student 
learning environments with equitable resources in every neighborhood 



across the City. We can no longer afford to provide the “same level of 
resources” to every school, we must recognize the historical disparities 
that have existed and make the necessary investments now—which may 
in fact be disproportionate, to bring each school up to par.  

12. How do you suggest that we repurpose school properties that have 
been closed over the past few years?  

I would work with community groups, economic development experts, and 
the City to identify options for the best use of each property that benefits the 
residents of the  
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locale and brings value to the community. But I would like to consider 
some of them be used as transitional facilities for our youth and families 
who are homeless and transitional workforce sites for our returning 
citizens.  

13. How will you ensure equitable Special Education allocations across 
the city?  

Equitable funding requires that we look at past allocations and work to level 
the playing field so that the resources are expended in specific areas as 
may be required to ensure that quality Special Education services are on 
equal footing regardless of zip code.  

14. What accountability measures can you put into place to ensure that 
schools are staffed appropriately? What significant, unique policies would 
you put into place that would drastically increase the support and retention 
of teachers and administrators in DCPS?  

Good teachers and administrators are essential to improving student 
learning and closing the achievement/opportunity gap. It is the 
responsibility of good government to ensure that these professionals 



operate in a whole, innovative, adequately resourced environment. In 
order to maximize the effectiveness of teachers, they must continue to 
learn and grow. Providing continued professional development 
opportunities is key. We must also ensure fair, equitable and competitive 
compensation is in place to attract and retain top tier educators and 
administrators.  

Criminal 
Justice  

15. What items do you think should be included in an effective safety plan 
that would lower crime rates in DC without infringing on the constitutional 
rights of DC residents?  

The pandemic of gun violence in the District must stop. Each time there is a               
tragedy, we tend to focus on the specific neighborhood. There needs to be a              
more holistic approach which of course includes reducing the immediate          
risks relating to  
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guns on our streets; but we must also consider the underlying contributing            
factors to gun violence and develop a prevention infrastructure necessary to           
ensure effectiveness. Most of our violence is poverty-induced and         
trauma-induced so I believe our most significant work in developing a public            
safety plan must center around systematically reducing risks and increasing          
the resilience in individuals, families, and communities. Gun violence is a           
critical and preventable public problem. We must expand access to high           
quality, culturally competent and coordinated social, emotional, and mental         
health supports and address the impact of trauma to heal our communities,            
and to transition them from victims to proactive supporters of change. We            



must also support economic investment in communities and employment         
which will help stem anger, resentment and the sense of despair and            
helplessness generated by poverty.  

The Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act of 2016 is a           
step in the right direction, although it remains unclear as to whether all 20              
provisions have been fully enacted, properly funded; and if so, what results            
are being realized.  

Wages and 
Labor  

16. What initiatives would you propose to ensure that minority- and 
woman-owned business enterprises are able to compete for projects, 
particularly District construction and development?  

I am a minority and woman business owner and I know that the lack of 
access to capital and the inability to file a proper bond prevents many 
offer businesses from competing for construction and development 
contracts. The city needs to assist with leveling the playing field by 
creating a pool of investment funds to assist credible CBEs who wish to 
compete for larger construction and development projects.  

Government 
Accountability  
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17. Do you believe that the current DC Council represents the interests of 
the broad public? If not, what segments of the public are 
underrepresented?  



While I believe that the current Council strives to consider a broad range of 
viewpoints in its deliberations, I believe that there needs to be more 
“present” voices on the Council reflecting small businesses and 
entrepreneurs, youth, African American women, and our growing Latino 
population.  

18. How will you demonstrate accessibility and responsiveness 
to your constituents?  

I am committed to engage on a regular basis with residents of all 
neighborhoods and not just the one from which I hail. I will initiate dialogue 
with ANCs, civic and community groups, local businesses by way of, 
meetings and neighborhood canvassing to understand the issues and 
challenges with which they are confronted on a daily basis. I will work 
collaboratively with my constituents to provide information and updates on 
proposed legislation, events, and issues. I will develop timely and workable 
solutions addressing Ward matters and constituent needs.  

19. This is the first campaign cycle conducted with the Fair Elections 
Program, which provides public financing for candidates who adhere to 
small-dollar contribution limits. Do you believe that a candidate who is not 
participating in this program can adequately represent the views of all 
residents of the District?  

Yes,But it depends on their relationships. Most of my relationships stem           
from my community ties to Ward 8 and my work in the social justice and civil                
rights arena. Many of those ties have supported my campaign in a tangible             
way and none of them are wealthy. I fully understand and subscribe to the              
need to strengthen our local democracy and limit the influence of “big            
money” on the electoral process and ultimately on decisions that affect our            
citizenry.  

As an African-American woman, I recognize the disadvantages that the          



current system poses. My determination is to seek out as broad a donor             
base as possible— concentrating on small donors who are traditionally are           
not or minimally engaged in the political process. While I will not exclude             
other contribution sources, my  
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commitment is to remain in the words of the uncompromised Shirley 
Chisolm, “Unbought and Unbossed”.  

I am in this race to give voice to and serve those who are among the most                 
historically neglected populations in our City. Every decision that I make will            
be through an ethical and pragmatic lens that focuses on how we can             
empower all Ward 8 residents to be competitive, self-sufficient,         
self-determining, and contributing members of our City.  

20. Other suggested campaign reforms include ranked-choice voting and         
lowering the voting age to 16. What changes would you support to ensure             
that our elections truly represent the will of the people?  

I support granting voting rights to long-time DC residents currently 
incarcerated in federal prison. And I also support lowering the voting age 
to 16.  

Ward-Specific 
Questions  

21. (Ward 2 Candidates Only) Will you commit to supporting the winner 
of the Democratic primary in the June 16 special election and/or the 
general election in November? Why or why not?  



22. (Ward 4 Candidates Only) Councilmembers often have to strike a 
balance between supporting the mayor’s priorities and providing 
independent representation for their constituents. How does your vision for 
Ward 4 differ from Mayor Bowser?  

23. (Ward 7 Candidates Only) Do you support extending the streetcar on 
H Street east to Benning Road Metro? How would you work to ensure that 
projects like this provide connections with the rest of the city while limiting 
displacement among current Ward 7 residents?  
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24. (Ward 8 Candidates Only) Do you support efforts to improve links between 
Ward 8 and the rest of the city, such as the 11th Street Bridge Park and the 
Frederick Douglass bridge replacement? How would you work to ensure that 
these projects provide opportunities while limiting displacement among current 
Ward 8 residents?  

I support it so long as our long-time residents and home owners are not 
pushed out and priced out. I believe that land trusts are an effective use to help 
communities stay in place in the midst of development.  


