
Please attach a brief bio in addition to the 
questionnaire.  

A third-generation Washingtonian, I was inspired by two loving, tenacious women: An 
entrepreneurial mother who ran a small business, and my grandmother, whose 
background in higher education instilled in me a commitment to lifelong public service. 
They always expected excellence from me, and provided a foundation to serve the city I 
love.  

I have served Ward 4 for more than a decade seeing it from a Council staffer 
perspective, Ward Demcratic Chair, and member of the DC Young Democrats, 
learning each neighborhood’s unique priorities and concerns. For the past five years 
serving as Councilmember, I’ve been an advocate for affordable housing, education 
reform, safe neighborhoods and protecting seniors.  

A deep understanding of Council procedure and strong relationships with my 
colleagues, the Mayor, agency Directors and staff allows me the ability to navigate the 
process and get things done. I chair the Committee on Government Operations and 
serve on the Health, Human Services, Transportation & the Environment and Youth and 
Recreation Affairs committees. I am also proud of my regional leadership roles as  
Chairman of the Large Cities Council of the National League of Cities and the 
Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee, and board member of the National 
Capital Region’s Transportation Planning Board where I advocate for DC priorities.  

Introductory Questions  

1.What office are you seeking, and why did you decide to run for that office? If 
(re) elected, what are your priority areas of focus?  

As Ward 4’s voice on the DC Council - and earlier as a Ward 4 Council staff member - 
I’ve committed my 13-year career in public service to ensuring that Ward 4 has 
affordable safe neighborhoods, world-class educational facilities & programs, vibrant & 
equitable economic empowerment and unparalleled senior services and care.  



I’m honored that Ward 4 residents know they can call me at any hour to ensure that 
their families’ housing, safety, educational, health and employment priorities are 
addressed efficiently, effectively and quickly by their District government.  

So far this has meant:  

● 2,000+ affordable units either built or in the pipeline  

● $100 million annual Housing Production Trust Fund  

● 120 new small businesses  

● $1M+ in Main Streets Programs for Ward 4 small enterprises  

● $300M+ in school modernizations  

● 20% crime reduction  

Budge
t  

2. Do you consider the District’s total current budget to be too large, too small, or 
about right? Please explain.  

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, all previous District budgetary assumptions are 
clearly off the table. That said, we entered this crisis situation as strongly as possible. 
The Council and Mayor worked in very close cooperation to close FY 2019 on a very 
healthy fiscal basis, balancing our budget and receiving an unqualified positive opinion 
for the 23rd consecutive fiscal year, with no material weaknesses or significant  
deficiencies. We have a AAA bond rating, the highest possible level, and the District’s 
tax increment financing bonds remain at the AA2 after being upgraded in July 2018.  

Through a diligent commitment to both fiscal responsibility and funding critical services 
and economic development priorities, our bond ratings remained high and DC’s 
financial posture has consistently improved, with capital assets enjoying higher 
valuations than ever before.  

As noted, the financial impact of the pandemic will significantly alter our previous fiscal 
assumptions, but I will not allow this pressure to stop our drive for what I refer to as 
“inclusive prosperity”, driving capital infrastructure investment across all eight 
wards,and ensuring that Ward 4 has the infrastructure, economic opportunities, 



affordable housing and quality schools that we need.  

3. With unemployment, homelessness, and general economic distress at high 
levels, do you envision increasing safety net spending in future budgets? If so, 
which areas would you seek to expand?  

Yes. Fortifying our safety net has always been a pillar of my legislative philosophy, and 
even more so in light of the pandemic. I have committed to persistently increasing 
funding for affordable housing until we achieve universal housing equity (please see 
answers to Questions 1, 8 for details). That said, I believe that housing legislation is a 
gateway to broader social equality. My priorities emphasize standing up for 
traditionally marginalized communities, through comprehensive legislation and 

increasing funding for: ● “Office of Resilience and Recovery Establishment Act of 

2020, Establishes  
the District’s Office of Resilience and Recoveryto develop plans and strategies to 
build a more resilient District of Columbia.The measure would expand the 
definition of this term to account for the fact that stresses many of my 
constituents endure include persistent poverty, or economic marginalization. This 
law, signed into law by the Mayor in March, positions the District of Columbia as 
the national leader in the urban resilience movement.  

● District Promise Scholarship Program Amendment Act, which would create a 
scholarship offering free tuition for students at the University of the District of 
Columbia Community College.  

● Homestead Exemption Increase Amendment Act, increasing the Homestead 
Tax Dedication from $74,850 to $125,000, providing $426 in benefits to every 
District homeowner.  
● Universal Free Lunch for All Amendment Act  
● Veterans Emergency Food Program Act  

4. With the COVID-19 outbreak causing an economic downturn and stress           
on state and local budgets, would you support raising taxes to maintain            
current spending levels? If so, how should new revenue sources be           
targeted?  

All revenue options must be on the table. Still, we know that raising taxes will get 



us little new revenue because there is only so much we can do before it becomes 
impossible for anyone to live and work here.  

We must begin to look at post-COVID recovery needs for our residents and our small 
businesses. I've convened my Ward 4 small business advisory committee to look at 
what the needs will be to help them recover and voted to help our businesses and 
provide expanded Unemployment Insurance benefits. We will need to consider tax and 
rent relief, additional grant dollars and will work with DSLBD and DISB to look at loan 
restructuring and/or forgiveness.  

But our locally funded programs aren’t enough to guarantee that small businesses 
come back and our workers are able to survive financially until then. We need full 
federal funding for more programs and I will fight to make sure the District is 
treated like every other state for that funding.  

For our residents, I made it clear during our Council deliberations that I was 
disappointed we weren’t able to find a legislative solution to offering support for 
our undocumented workers. These neighbors are part of our communities and 
contribute greatly to our economy. I’m happy we were able to identify funding from 
Events DC and other philanthropic organizations, but we will need to find more. I 
will continue to work with my colleagues to find a longer-term solution to ensure 
undocumented workers are not left behind.  

I am also deeply concerned about our renters, our families, our seniors--all who 
are suffering and in need. As this pandemic continues, we will have to find more 
for our residents to be able to eat, work and live.  
Transportation, Housing and 
Infrastructure  

5. More than a third of DC residents do not own cars and automobile traffic               
significantly contributes to climate change. If elected, how will you work to            
improve public transportation in the District?  

Key to achieving my top priority of creating safe living environments where people 
can thrive is increasing our affordable housing stock and ensuring reliable 
transportation options near all residents’ homes. Since day one, I’ve supported 
funding more buses and bus service for evening, weekend and holidays.  



I introduced the DC Circulator Equity Act, which would eliminate fares, expand 
Circulator routes, and create new Circulator routes in all eight wards. We declared Rosa 
Park’s birthday “Bus-to-Work Day”, marking our enduring commitment to transportation 
equity and promoting the environmental benefits of public transportation for all.  

I helped shape the Vision Zero Initiative to reach zero transportation 
fatalities/serious injuries by 2024, and are a key DDOT safety and access partner. I 
have supported increasing bike lanes and infrastructure improvements that will 
increase pedestrian safety.  

6. Other global cities are working to increase nearby access to amenities for all 
residents. For example, Paris recently announced a plan to become a “15-minute 
city” with grocery stores and other destinations located within a short walk of 
every home. What will you do to eliminate food deserts and improve local 
options throughout the District?  

I wholeheartedly support the spirit and philosophy of the 15-minute city, and believe 
the District is not far off. All residents should be able to fulfill their basic needs via walk 
or bike ride.  

Our stewardship of the District’s budget has led to unprecedented economic growth, 
leading not only to prosperity in many sectors, but also allowing us to address the 
pressures of the current health crisis. But there remain historically marginalized 
populations whose needs--specifically in terms of access to food--are still devastatingly 
unmet. This is acutely true in Wards 7 and 8. That’s why I am a strong supporter of the 
“East End Grocery Incentive Act”, which would establish a program within the Office of  
the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development to build grocery stores amid 
what is now a food desert.  

I am also a strong proponent of farmers’ markets and increasing their numbers in Ward 
4. My “Farmers’ Market Meter Fee Cap Amendment” ended burdensome parking fees - 
going from $38,051 in 2015 to almost triple that in 2016 to $98,822, then increasing by a 
factor of five in 2017 to $157,839. My legislation capped parking fees at $50/day.  

Add to that my efforts to bring a full-service grocery store to Walter Reed, Target 
that opened at Georgia and Eastern Avenues, and the presence of two Walmart 
stores in the Ward. Additionally, we are looking at 1-2 more store options in the 



Ward, which along with increasing walkability, or at least decreasing drive time, will 
help to keep spending in DC and provide options for residents.  

7. As of 2019, there were 6,500 people in the District experiencing homelessness 
and the economic impact of COVID-19 will place a strain on thousands more. 
How do you plan on decreasing homelessness in a sustainable way?  

I am proud to be the most vocal supporter for Mayor Bowser’s “Homeward DC” initiative 
on the Council, which seeks to replace the inefficient and often inhumane shelter 
system with affordable, dignified housing for homeless individuals and families.  

Ward 4 is a showcase for how such a plan succeeds. For example, while the 
development of Walter Reed is touted as a triumph of economic development, we 
insisted that the project include significant affordable housing options, in particular the 
project’s 77 units for homeless veterans.  

We also fought hard to fund a Short-term Family Housing program, which includes 
our Ward’s Kennedy Short-term Family Housing development, providing not only a 
solid roof over the heads of those in greatest need, but also wrap around services and 
24/7 security.  

Ending homelessness, however, does not merely entail guaranteeing housing, but 
promoting the full spectrum of fundamental human rights. For this reason, I 
co-introduced the Michael A. Stoops Anti Discrimination Amendment Act, which 
would not only make it illegal for businesses to refuse service to somebody who 
appears homeless, but also provide a medium for people to redress malpractice in 
hiring processes.  

The economic consequences of the coronavirus pandemic has jeopardized the financial 
security of many residents. The Council passed emergency legislation prohibiting  
eviction during this pandemic, but many residents still face an uncertain future after the 
pandemic is over. Unfortunately, the District is preparing for an increase in 
homelessness.As noted above, I am a strong advocate for significantly increased 
resources for all aspects of the social safety net, including when it comes to 
confronting the plague of homelessness. I will be focused on new and innovative ways 
to create housing opportunities that may not be traditional (such as home sharing and 
cooperative living) but can serve to assist individuals and families as they move from 
homelessness.  



8. If (re) elected, what will you do to create and protect affordable housing for 
both home-buyers and renters?  

Every District resident deserves a safe, affordable home. As Councilmember, no 
issue is more urgent than creating affordable communities for ALL residents.  

To date, our affordable housing initiatives include funding 2,005 total affordable housing 
units either completed or in the pipeline. We also increased the Housing Preservation 
Trust Fund budget by $16 million for a total of $116 million in FY2020, more than 300 
new senior affordable housing units.  

Still, we must continue the work we have started to ensure that Ward 4 is a place where 
families can afford to raise the next generation and seniors can afford to remain and 
thrive in their neighborhoods they helped build. I am focused on working with people 
who want to give back and collaborate on housing options that utilize our Housing 
Authority and work with individuals to share costs and get funding from Federal and 
private sources. These people have been successful in turning buildings inWard 4 into 
new housing choices for residents and I will keep working with them to ensure those 
options are available.  

9. Revitalization in DC has created an increase in commercial and residential 
development. Though this revitalization is beneficial to the District, certain areas 
are not experiencing it at the same rate as other neighborhoods. What are your 
plans to ensure that all of DC benefits from periods of economic growth?  

Every District neighborhood has a role and responsibility in addressing our housing 
challenges. By the same token, it is unacceptable that commercial development 
occurs in and benefits only certain communities.  
Housing: Affordable housing distribution in the District is inequitable, due in large 
measure to the ongoing effects of historic racial and socioeconomic disparities. The 
strategy to add 36,000 units of affordable housing by 2025 offers a smart path toward 
ensuring that the entire city contributes toward our goal of universal affordable 
housing. Spreading the supply across the city results in benefits for all residents. I will 
work to ensure that in addition to the over 1,000 units slated now for Ward 4, we are 
able to get a portion of the 36,000, and that they are truly affordable for our most 



vulnerable residents.  

Commercial Development: As a Councilmember, it has been my mission to ensure 
that Ward 4 is afforded the same benefits that other communities enjoy. Our community 
now leads the District in economic progress. We have gotten there by ensuring that ALL 
residents are empowered and have access to entrepreneurial opportunity. We are 
committed to providing resources for residents--new and old--to keep this growth not 
only on-track, but inclusive and community-oriented.  

During my tenure, this has 
meant:  

● Establishing and funding three Ward 4 Main Streets designations to spur 
business development by providing grant funding, training and technical 
assistance to local small enterprises:  

● Supporting and advocating for Ward 4 small businesses in receiving “Great 
Streets” grants to support business investment and growth.  

● Opening a new Target store at Georgia & Eastern Avenues, NW, bringing 
valuable neighborhood-serving retail and 55 jobs to the community.  

● 120 new small businesses across Ward 4.  

● Redeveloping of the Walter Reed campus, including:  

○ Affordable housing  

○ Retail, medical, commercial, recreation and green space  

○ Creating 6,000 jobs  

○ Generating $1 billion in revenue to fund city services  

● Bringing JLABS, a 32,000-square foot, world-class research and innovation hub, 
to the new Children’s National Research and Innovation Campus at Walter Reed.  

● Recruiting Whole Foods as an anchor retail establishment for Walter Reed 
Project  

10. Which recently revitalized DC neighborhood would you suggest as the 
best model for the city as a whole, and why?  
I am very proud of the Kennedy Street Revitalization Project which has struck a balance 
between equity for long-time community residents and economic development. 
Additionally, Petworth has seen growth of businesses and has established itself as a 
dynamic corridor for shopping and dining. Between new stores, restaurants, farmers 



markets and school development, we have laid the foundation for an even more 
energetic and united community.  

Educatio
n  

11. Do you think reform in the DC public schools is headed in the right direction? 
Explain your answer.  

My vision for public education is for every child to have access to a safe, high-quality 
education option at every level, regardless of their neighborhood. Students should be 
provided access to unique learning opportunities inside and outside the classroom that 
support their development and future success.  

We have made tremendous strides since 2007, when the District switched to a 
mayoral control to create a more accountable educational system and we continue to 
build on that so that more students are succeeding once they graduate.  

I was also happy to fight for and see an increase of $11,400 on each of the nearly 
100,000 DCPS students over last fiscal year’s amount. These types of investments are 
crucial to making sure that we are meeting the needs of students furthest from 
opportunity.  

However, it is also clear to me as I visit schools across Ward 4, that we must do more 
for our students and families. I am committed to working with our education leaders to 
improve the way we provide wraparound services to our students and families, 
including:  

○ Increasing the base of the Uniform Per Pupil Student Funding Formula 
(UPSFF);  

○ Increasing the “at-risk” weight within the UPSFF to at least 0.37, per the 
Adequacy Study;  

○ Increasing spending for supplies and technology so every student has the 
best and newest books and equipment;  

○ Increasing support for mental health services in schools, especially 
school-based mental health professionals; and  
○ Renewing and extending the annual 2.2 percent increase in the public 



charter schools facilities allowance.  

12. How do you suggest that we repurpose school properties that have been 
closed over the past few years?  

I believe we need to be responsive to the needs of families in Ward 4, and I look 
forward to continuing to engage with them to understand what they want to see as 
it relates to vacant facilities.  

I am constantly working with my colleagues and the Bowser administration to ensure 
that vacant facilities are used productively, including repurposing them to fit the 
changing and growing needs of communities. This may mean allowing them to continue 
to be used for educational purposes, transforming school properties into senior housing, 
performing arts centers, mixed-use development, and medical/health facilities, all in 
conjunction with implementing the above-mentioned education reform measures.  

13. How will you ensure equitable Special Education allocations across the city?  

DCPS has historically been challenged in its approach on this front, and I’m committed 
to advocating not only for all of our students, generally, but special needs children, 
specifically.  

That’s why I’ve strongly supported, among other legislation:  

● The Blind Students Literacy and Education Rights Act, providing  

● Students' Right to Home or Hospital Instruction Act, requiring all District LEAs to 
adopt home or hospital instruction programs to students who have been or will be 
absent from their school due to a physical or psychological condition.  

● The Dyslexia and Other Reading Disabilities Screening and Prevention Pilot 
Program Act of 2019 which would fund annual universal dyslexia screening, 
monitor the progress of dyslexic students, implement remediation and 
intervention strategies, and teacher training.  
● The Adverse Childhood Experience Prevention Pilot Program Amendment Act of 
2020  

14. What accountability measures can you put into place to ensure that 
schools are staffed appropriately? What significant, unique policies would you 
put into place that would drastically increase the support and retention of 



teachers and administrators in DCPS?  

I believe our teachers should be among the best compensated in our workforce. I 
support maintaining a performance-based teacher evaluation system, to support the 
best and brightest and retain them in our schools. DCPS teachers are able to earn 
some of the highest salaries and the best professional development in the country 
through the IMPACT evaluation system. DCPS has committed to a review of IMPACT 
and I look forward to working with teachers and education leaders to ensure that the 
review is thoughtful and responsive to our teachers and students.  

Criminal Justice  

15. Describe one aspect of an effective safety plan that would lower crime rates in 
DC without infringing on the constitutional rights of DC residents.  

I do not think that there is a single “cure-all” to addressing such a multi-dimensional 
challenge. For example, my close partnership with the Metropolitan Police Department 
has bolstered an awareness of and responsiveness to Ward 4 safety concerns, 
resulting in a 20% reduction in crimes, including a 40% reduction in crimes with 
firearms.  

But we will not achieve the public safety our residents rightfully expect until we 
approach the issue not merely from a law enforcement perspective, but as a 
matter of public health, too. That’s why I fought to fully fund the Neighborhood 
Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act, which offers alternatives to 
prevent at-risk youth from entering the criminal justice system.  

16. How would improve reentry programs for returning citizens to ensure they are 
connected to gainful employment, education, and their families?  

Reducing recidivism is important. I believe that a comprehensive reentry program 
should provide mentorship, housing placement, family relationship training, workforce 
development, employment placement, and financial literacy classes. Legislation like 
the “Access to Jobs Amendment Act” and the “Restore the Vote Amendment Act,” 
which I proudly supported are examples of ways to create opportunities to rebuild lives 
with dignity. I am also supportive of the work being done by the Mayor’s Office of 
Returning Citizens Affairs.  



Wages and 
Labor  

17. What initiatives would you propose to ensure that minority- and 
woman-owned business enterprises are able to compete for projects, particularly 
District construction and development?  

An ongoing challenge in the local business community is finding the balance of keeping 
tax dollars in the city by creating opportunities for local, small businesses for city 
contracts, while not losing out of economies of scale that come with large corporations 
that might not be based in the District. I believe there are opportunities to encourage 
even more collaboration to give local businesses not just the chance to participate in 
large scale projects, but the ability to develop expertise through these partnerships to 
grow scale themselves. Ensuring CBE requirements on large-scale projects are met is 
the bare minimum, but I support the city’s work to ensure that every agency participates 
in those goals.  

Government Accountability  

18. Do you believe that the current DC Council represents the interests of the 
broad public? If not, what segments of the public are underrepresented?  

Yes. I think the diversity in political views and backgrounds serves to create a Council 
that can look at the many different perspectives in the city. We have race, gender, 
economic background, educational and professional diversity. I would say that we 
must all work more collaboratively and be mindful of our vast amount of experience to 
better listen and hear the voices of the underserved and then create equitable 
opportunities.  

19. How will you demonstrate accessibility and responsiveness to 
your constituents?  

I have served Ward 4 for more than a decade seeing it from a Council staffer 
perspective and, past Chairman of the Ward 4 Democrats, learning each 
neighborhood’s unique priorities and concerns. I am laser focused on constituent 
service and making sure that I am delivering for a community that has put such faith 



in my commitment to it. My constituents know that I’m on call by text, cell or a knock 
on the front door, and they do not hesitate to reach out for support, advice or even 
complaints on any issue, big or small. My office participates in nearly every ANC and  
community meeting and communicates regularly via community listservs and social 
media, as well as holds regular community office hours in the Ward.  

20. This is the first campaign cycle conducted with the Fair Elections Program, 
which provides public financing for candidates who adhere to small-dollar 
contribution limits. Do you believe that a candidate who is not participating in 
this program can adequately represent the views of all residents of the District?  

I believe in the democratic process and in elected officials being held accountable to 
their constituents. There is no jurisdiction in the country where elected officials are more 
rigorously held to account by those they represent, and District residents make up their 
minds very independently, regardless of a candidate’s fundraising ability.  

I do support Fair Elections, because everyone who wishes to run for office should have 
the opportunity regardless of their economic status.  

However, I do not believe it is appropriate for my campaign. I have raised money from 
every socio-economic sphere in Ward 4, from seniors and individuals, to large and 
small businesses donating small and large sums. I do not believe that “favors” are 
gained by campaign contributions because I am accessible, attentive and 
representative of all residents no matter whether or not they donate or vote for me. I do 
not intend to use taxpayer money to run for election, especially, when we need these 
public funds to pay for affordable housing, world-class schools and public safety.  

21. Other suggested campaign reforms include ranked-choice voting and 
lowering the voting age to 16. What changes would you support to ensure that 
our elections truly represent the will of the people?  

I truly believe that our system of voting in the District is robust and fair. We hold voting 
and voting rights so dear in this city and I know it is something we have taken seriously 
in the way we have structured our system. I would be open to exploring more emphasis 
on voting by mail, even after the current health emergency ends.  
Ward-Specific 
Questions  



23. (Ward 4 Candidates Only) Councilmembers often have to strike a balance 
between supporting the mayor’s priorities and providing independent 
representation for their constituents. How does your vision for Ward 4 differ from 
Mayor Bowser?  

I have worked for over 13 years in Ward 4, so my views have been shaped by that 
experience. However, I have seen changes over that time that give me a different view 
on where the ward should be. For example, I am more focused on affordable housing 
and seniors in our ward because we now have more people in need. I am looking at 
things like infrastructure, alternative transportation, immigrant issues and returning 
citizens programs because we have more of these challenges than ever before. I 
would say we are not dissimilar in our desire to ensure that all residents get their fair 
share, but I am solely focused on Ward 4 so my priorities can often compete with the 
rest of the city and with what the administration has allocated for the ward.  


